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Duncan Wright

duncan.wright@nabo.org.uk

North West Waterways and Welfare
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NABO Calendar 2025

18 January 2025 Zoom, 15th March 2025 Zoom, 17th
May 2025 Face to face at Tamworth, 19th July 2025
Zoom, 13th September 2025 Zoom, 15th November
2025 Face to face after AGM (Provisional Date) 15th
November 2025 Face to face at Tamworth Cruising
Club

Cover photo

This month’s photo
shows Winter in Gas
Street Basin by Kev b
Maslin © Photo by Kev
Maslin Please email
your photos for the front
cover of NABO News to
the Editor, as JPG, ideal-
ly portrait with a file size
of 5MB or larger.

Whilst every care is taken to ensure that the contents of this magazine are factually correct, we accept no liability for any direct or consequential
loss arising from any action taken by anyone as a result of reading anything contained in this publication. The views expressed are not
necessarily those of the Association. The products and services advertised in this publication are not necessarily endorsed by the Association. All
images are copyright their owners and must not be reproduced in any form without their express permission.
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The Editor's Column

he ‘Season of mists and mel-
low fruitfulness’ has rapidly
given way to winter, hope-
fully not of discontent.
Meetings have recently taken
place at which the Canal and River
Trust seem to have taken note of
boater’s opinions and produced an
action plan based on improving nav-
igation. This is very promising news
for NABO as we have been trying for
years to progress a more interactive
approach. Of course it will not have
an immediate effect on the state of
the infrastructure and we will have
to see the physical improvements,
but even talk of improvements and
recognition of failure is encourag-
ing.

A winter of not-so-
much discontent

Editor John Sadler

Meetings will be taking place to
discuss the functionality and devel-
opment of a ‘Boater’s App; the first
of which will be in December and
will be reported in February’s issue.
Please send ideas on what functions
you would like the app to provide to
the Editor. We anticipate, at least, a
means of communicating navigation
problems, pending infrastructure
collapse and maybe areas in which
dredging is required. One of the
driving principles should be that
there is feedback, so anyone with a
smartphone can access the status
of a particular stretch of canal, in
real time. The database of informa-
tion would need to be accessed and
updated by an administration team,
perhaps volunteers could be trained
for this? All to be discussed soon.
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There has been a lot of activ-
ity in Parliament with repercussions
on rivers, canals and those that
use them. I apologise for the very
lengthy Mentions In The House but
it is important that we all know what
is being suggested. We could see
the network crumbling back into
the state it was in, during the dark
days of the ‘60s. It seems that there
are some MPs that understand our
concerns but there are many others
that toe the party line of “it was all
the fault of the previous government
and there’s no money”

The importance of war in the
Middle East and Russian aggression
cannot be ignored but wars come
and go. Since the 1800s when canals
were opened there has been British
involvement in (a very incomplete
list of) wars: Temne War: 1801
-1807, Anglo-Russian War: 1807—
1812, Napoleonic Wars: 1802-1813,
War of 1812: 1812-1815—US inva-
sion of British North America, First
Anglo-Afghan  War: 1839-1842,
First Opium War: 1839-1842,
First Anglo-Sikh War: 1845-1846,
Crimean War: 1853-1856, Second
Anglo-Afghan  War: 1878-1880,
Anglo-Zulu War: 1879, First Boer
War: 1880-1881, Second Boer
War: 1899-1902, Boxer Rebellion:
1899-1901,The First World War:
1914 -1918, The Second World
War: 1939—1945, The Korean War:
1950—1953, The Falklands War:
1982, War in Afghanistan: 2001-
2021

Apologies to those who fought
in the wars I've missed out. I haven't
even listed the financial crises we've
survived so let’s not see the current
problems trotted out as a reason to
abandon the network.

Merry Christmas to all and a
Happy New Year.
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s this will be my last chair’s

column for 2024, it’s so

good to be able to finish

on what looks to be a high
note.

Back in September I received,
out of the blue, an email from CRT’s
Matthew Symonds to meet him, not
for one of our regular NABO/CRT
meetings but face to face as soon as
possible to talk about NABO’s pri-
orities. At the time, we had the boat
out on the slipway at Stafford Boat
Club busy blacking, but that was ok,
he'd meet me and editor John there.
It was prompted of course by the
dire Boater Satisfaction survey re-
sults and, for what I think was the
first time for a very long while, CRT
were genuinely interested in what
we had to say.

Council had decided that top of
the list was navigation as if CRT got
that basic requirement to be reli-
able for boating, many other aspects
would also fall in to place. It was
then that Matthew told us about his
commitment to repair all the failed
paddles on the system within a year.
He'd done a number crunch and had
been appalled at how many there
were. We both tried not to say “Told
you so” and that we have been high-
lighting all the maintenance issues
for years. To be honest, I think we
were too taken aback by this unex-
pected response to say much at all!

Well, the meeting continued in
this positive vein, it really was very
reassuring that at last, the directors
at CRT were responding and recog-
nising that with the system having
been allowed to get in to the state
that it has, action at last needed to
be taken. I went back to blacking
with a lighter heart.

CRT’s new Plan for Better Boating
is the result of this recognition that
they have to put in measures to save
our beloved canal system before the
tipping point is reached. Thank you

to all the boaters who filled in that
damning survey, please now famil-
iarise yourselves with what this plan
is committing CRT to and let us, as
well as CRT know if they are failing
in their pledges. NABO council will
of course be watching, waiting and
hopefully enjoying their improve-
ments when we too are out there
boating next year.

In the meantime, thank you for
your continued support and I do
hope that you all have a wonder-
ful Christmas and here’s to a very
Happy New Year.

In the Chair

CRT plans for better

boating

Chair Anne Husar

NABO News
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NABO Council

From our new
Council member

An Introduction by Duncan Wright

ello and thank you, I'm

Duncan  Wright. TI've

come to boating later in

life than many others,
having first taken the helm and a
helmsman’s course in 2016. A 50th
birthday hire boat followed and
the rest, as they say, is history. The
loan of a 50’ Gardner powered boat,
through family, saw my wife Ellen
and myself gain some valuable expe-
rience.

Soon we were able to buy our
first boat in 2019, which was need-
ing a full refit. Seven months of hard
labour got us preparing the boat
for our first cruising season. Also a
mooring at Strawberry Island Boat
Club (SIBC) was awaiting us. That is
as soon as we could escape from the
Ancholme, which wouldn’t be possi-
ble until South Ferriby lock had been
repaired by the E.A. Unfortunately,
before the repair was completed a
disaster happened, Storm Dennis
struck and sank the boat in February
of 2020. This mishap turned out to
be a blessing in disguise, since with-
in a month we were able to secure
purchase of our second and current
boat, a 57 foot 2006 Liverpool boat.

We brought the boat by road
from Manchester to SIBC and it was
placed on hard standing, ready for
blacking right before COVID-19s
first lockdown was imposed!

I took early retirement in 2021,
after 30 years in the steel industry,
so the following year we were in a
position to really go for it.
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This year my wife and I, to-
gether with our dog Ceilidh, have
completed our third full summer
out, and have amassed a combined
total of more than 2500 miles and
1000 hours cruising, not to men-
tion nearly 2000 locks. We've had
stoppages and breakdowns. We've
cruised rivers and tidal waterways.
We've completed all three Pennine
crossings. But above all we have met
many wonderful people and made
some great friends. One of the lat-
ter is C.J. who has talked me into
becoming a member of NABO. I'm
newly installed on the council and
I'm hoping that I can, in some small
way, contribute to making all our
boating experiences a little better.
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Fly on the wall

NABO Council Meeting 116th November 2024

Peter Braybrook observes proceedings at the Council meeting

batch of Fund Britain’s Waterways stick-
ers was distributed with last month’s
NABO News, hopefully they are now all
prominently displayed by our readers.

Our attempted contact with HM Treasury
survey has been ignored. There has been no
response to the request for tax reduction on
Hydrogenated Vegetable Oil as a substitute for
diesel. At the moment its cost to users is con-
siderably more than diesel, sadly its benefit to
the planet in reduced emissions is not being ac-
knowledged as a reason for tax reduction. CRT
are continuing their programme of closing fa-
cilities deeming them unnecessary as they break
down. Pump outs on the River Thames have not
been updated.

The dismal results of the ‘Boaters Survey’
has added pressure that resulted in the ‘Better
Boating’ proposals. The Wigan Lock crew dis-
pute has not been resolved, the response from
CRT is that there will be a team assembled for
next year. A day conference was considered to be
a part of the AGM, which can take place after the
accounts have been finalised, July onwards.

NABO welcomes Andy Williams to the role
of Vice Chair which was the only change of role
this year.

Fund Britain’s Waterways campaign reports
were discussed, the proposed events for 2025
will be collated and distributed to council
Banners are available to council members if they
have somewhere to display them. No progress
has been made with the charity commission.

Heritage is still being sold off, although the
sale of land and property at Sharpness sold for £1
million more than the estimate it remains some-
what of a mystery why it was on the market; it
was returning £164,000 in annual rents.

Reports From Meetings

NABO will continue to monitor the Grand Union
Water Transfer Project. Boaters Meeting with
Trustees, NABO has a meeting arranged with
the Trustees on 1st February 2025. It was noted

that the Boater’s Reps on the CRT council do not
act as representatives of the boating community
but are expected to support CRT. Meeting with
Matthew Symonds: Anne expressed happiness
at a marked change in attitude. The meetings
have resulted in CRT taking on board many of
the things we have spoken of in the past and
CRT have since produced their “Better Boating”
proposals. These are welcomed. The chair sug-
gested that a council member attend each of the
Regional Meetings and Forums. The next one
is the East Midlands on 4 December. Duncan
Wright will attend. We have no input any more
to the Stoppage and Winter Works programme.
Our offer of a representative has not been taken
up by CRT. Andy Williams will try to get on to
the planning group.

Media & Publicity: Twitter: many organisations
are pulling out. CRT do not use it very much. We
need to keep a close eye on developments and
review our involvement with X.

Welfare Officer Ken Hylins reported that he
had raised a claim/complaint of discrimination
with CRT citing the continuous cruiser sur-
charge and himself as the victim.

NNUE the EA have a large meeting in
November which will be attended by two NABO
delegates. This will be reported in the next issue.

Boat Safety Scheme, BSSAF need an inde-
pendent convenor, a post which will be widely
advertised shortly. The main business of the last
meeting was concerning the risks from Lithium
Batteries. BSS are publishing an advice docu-
ment. There will be no imminent changes to
inspections.

A council meeting will be dedicated to CRT’s
plans for ‘Better Boating’ on 18 January 2025 on
Zoom at 9.30am Helen has decided to resign
from the NABO council. Many thanks to Helen
for her council work over the years and I'm sure
all on the council are very pleased and relieved
that she remains as our treasurer. We also have to
thank Helen for her efforts as an eagle eyed proof
reader for NABO News.
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A NABO appeal for help!

At our recent council meeting it was observed
that most of the members are of advancing age.
Whilst this accounts for the breadth of their
knowledge it also creates a risk of sudden demise.

We would like to appeal again to members
for volunteers to shadow the more important
jobs, so that somebody is available to take over
if required. The Chair, Editor NABO News,
Treasurer, General Secretary, Webmaster and
Welfare Officer are all positions that require
some training and knowledge, which the current
holders would be pleased to pass on.

The Webmaster position is getting to be more

e
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than a one man job, so a vol- §' _ \
unteer to take over some of § N A B © « |
the day to day work would \% 5
be very much appreciated. "‘-.ﬁ,o\/@’o.
Suitable training for the right ~~“vn *‘"’ '
candidate will be arranged. T

The need for additional help is still there,
whatever your personal skill set is, we can find
a way for you to help. You would not be asked
to do anything you felt was outside your ability
but the Council does need extra help. The more
members we have the more we can achieve.

\

Org.uk

NABO Welfare Officer's Report

Discrimination against disabled boaters?

By Ken Hylins

I have been concerned about the 5% surcharge
levied on continuous cruisers (CCS) by CRT, I
feel it was discriminatory against myself and oth-
er boaters who have similar health issues.

I contacted the equality advisory service and
explained my concerns. Their thinking was that
I and others are being discriminated against by
CRT. They gave further advice to consult a so-
licitor and to write to CRT. The advisory service
provided a template for the latter. I wrote to CRT
making an official complaint focussed on dis-
crimination citing the affect of the charge on my
lifestyle because of my disability and protected
characteristics; I therefore wished to be exempt.
CRT have said that boaters can always claim
benefits, although in my case and many others
this is not the case.

I received a reply from Richard Parry quoting
their financial need to levy CCS but it did not
address the issue of discrimination to disabled
boaters. I then contacted Sean Williams stating
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that the reply was inadequate and did not ad-
dress the issues of my complaint. He replied that
their solicitors and senior management did not
feel their charge was discriminatory. They then
requested further information and documenta-
tion in support of my case. This is a common
approach by solicitors to gain access to your
defence structure, if escalated to court proceed-
ings. I have not replied to this yet as I have been
gathering opinions.

This matter could not be progressed by
NABO or me through the courts, because of the
risk of incurring substantial costs if unsuccess-
ful. The best option would be to find a boater
with similar medical conditions who qualifies for
legal aid.

This an ongoing matter which I am working
to resolve by various methods in support of all
boaters. NABO trying to make life better by wa-
ter.



Prostate Cancer Checks

By a NABO Council member

We have all been saddened to hear that Chris
Hoy has been diagnosed with advanced prostate
cancer (PC). How can it happen that a national
treasure in the peak of fitness gets missed? The
government is under pressure to create a screen-
ing programme, yet a test is available for the
asking.

All this is very much in NABO territory be-
cause our membership is balanced towards old
men. So have you had a test? Has your other
half been checked? If you are over 50 your GP
is supposed to arrange this simple blood test on
demand. But we have heard many stories of them
refusing, particularly if there are no symptoms.
Chis Hoy had no symptoms, and neither do
many confirmed patients.

So if you are over 50, or your family have a
history of PC, or you are in trouble down there,
please go and ask for a PSA test. If they ask about
symptoms, just say you have to get up a lot in

Upcoming meetings

Health

the night, and your brother has been diagnosed.
Don't take no for an answer. The test is not the
most precise and many doctors dismiss it, but it
is the best we have available.

When the result comes back it hopefully will
be a number something like 5, 6 or 7 depending
on age. Don’t accept the answer, just ‘ that it is ok’
Get the number and make a note of it, because
when you test again in a year or two because you
need to, the next GP won’t know. You need to
know if it has changed much. Mine was like this
for many years, and it went to 15. Oops.

And if the result is higher than you would
like, then get a referral quickly. Like canal main-
tenance, catch it early for a good outcome.

There are two of us on Council going through
treatment at the moment, and we are keen to
make others are aware of the test facility. Please
just do it.

Information on prostatecanceruk.org

Trust Board Meeting Thursday Nov 21 2024 TBC

National Boater Forum Tuesday Nov 26 2024 Online Meeting

Fishing and Angling Advisory Group Wednesday Nov 27 2024 Hatton nr Warwick

River Trent Boater Forum Monday Dec 16 2024 Newark Rowing Club, Farndon
Road, Newark-on-Trent NG24 4SE

Disabled Boater Forum Tuesday Dec 17 2024 Online Meeting

Disabled Boater Forum Wednesday Feb19 2025  Online Meeting

National Boater Forum Wednesday Feb 26 2025  Online Meeting

London & South East Customer Forum Thursday Mar 06 2025 TBC

Yorkshire & North East Customer Forum Tuesday Apr 08 2025 South Pennine Boat Club

North West User Forum Wednesday Apr 092025 TBC

West Midlands Customer Forum Wednesday Apr 092025 Online Meeting

National Boater Forum Thursday May 15 2025 Online Meeting

Disabled Boater Forum Tuesday May 20 2025 Online Meeting

Crick Boat Show Saturday May 24 2025 Crick Marina

Towards Accessible Waterways Saturday Jun 212025

Disabled Boater Forum Tuesday Aug 12 2025 Online Meeting

North West User Forum Wednesday Oct 152025 TBC

Yorkshire & North East Customer Forum Thursday Oct 16 2025 Online Meeting

Disabled Boater Forum Wednesday Nov 19 2025  Online Meeting

NABO News Issue 6 December 2024
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Water Transfer Scheme
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A meeting report by Andy Williams

n September 2024 NABO re-

ported that a non-statutory

public consultation was to be

held addressing a proposal
to establish a water transfer sys-
tem to transport water from near
Birmingham southwards towards
Luton, utilising canals as the prima-
ry transport channel.

The Grand Union Canal Transfer
(GUCT) scheme, as this is known,
is a joint water transfer project be-
tween three bodies, Severn Trent,
Affinity Water and Canal & River
Trust (CRT). CRT supplying water
for extraction and subsequent trans-
portby pipe to a new water treatment
works near Milton Keynes /Leighton
Buzzard before being transferred to
customers of Affinity as clean drink-
ing water.

The use of a canal as a channel to
move water for human use as well as
boats and goods is not new. Today
the Llangollen Canal moves around
12 million litres of water a day down
to a reservoir serving Crewe and
other locations, and the Gloucester
& Sharpness Canal, Bridgwater &
Taunton Canal and Fossdyke have
all been used for water transfer for
many years, attracting fees for CRT.
The GUCT,
if approved,
will be the
newest,
longest, and
most com-
plex of such

et s, schemes,

D stretching

i for around

'7;-:';;'- " o 80 miles (131
km) over a

combination

of the Coventry, North Oxford, and
Grand Union canals, in the process
passing through (and around) many
locks and lock flights and several
tunnels.

In 2020 a government policy
paper entitled ‘Meeting our future
water needs: a national framework
for water resources’ was published.
It looked at projections of water
requirements, for all users in 2050.
London was seen as having a po-
tential shortfall of 47% of its needs
if no action is taken. While most
of the five regional water resource
plans were local, there were two
that involved water transfer be-
tween regions, one west to east
(Severn to Thames, possibly involv-
ing the accelerated renovation of the
Cotswold Canals as the water trunk)
and one midlands to the south-east/
London,. The GUCT proposes the
use of existing waterways to facili-
tate the supply of up to 115 million
litres/day, around 10 times the daily
volume moved by the Llangollen
Canal.

Following  the  consultation
in September/October 2024 the
GUCT development team initi-
ated the first meeting of the GUCT
‘Canal Users Working Group, on
14 November. There were 24/25 at-
tendees at this meeting with boaters
being represented by NABO, NBTA,
and IWA, CRT was represented by
Peter Walker (Head of Strategic
Infrastructure Projects) and Tom
Mothersole (External Engagement
Lead). The intention of this inaugu-
ral meeting was the establishment
of a group of canal-using stakehold-
ers, to review the outcome of the
consultation, and to receive new
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contributions. This and future meet-
ings will feed into a formal proposal
which, if successful, is envisaged as
resulting in the establishment of the
GUCT in the early 2030s.

While currently reserving its
overall position on the proposal, an
early concern expressed by NABO
was that at no point should either the
planning or the eventual execution
of the GUCT project negatively af-
fect the CRT resources (manpower,
equipment, funding, etc) available
to support the normal operations
of all waterways. For example it is
very likely that there will be a need
to manage aspects such as water
leakage, dredging, and general main-
tenance more effectively, to ensure
the water is reliably available to both
Affinity as the sponsoring water sup-
ply authority/client and to boaters
and other canal users. Of concern
is that the canals that are part of
the GUCT could receive preferen-
tial treatment, to the detriment of
other parts of the network. Affinity
and Peter Walker confirmed that
costs accrued by them during the
planning and implementation stag-
es would be covered/reimbursed.
Similarly all running costs are to be
covered by fees paid to CRT.

Using the canals will not just be
a matter of pouring (treated) wa-
ter in one end and extracting it and
re-treating it at the other. There are
locks - such as the flights at Buckby
and Stoke Bruerne - where there will
be a need to install new bywashes
or pipes to ensure sufficient water
can pass. Traversing a tunnel with
a discernible flow/current is a dif-
ferent experience to traversing the
same tunnel with negligible flow,
so there may need to be alternative
routes for the water. Upgraded and
new pumping stations and reser-
voirs are foreseen. All of these will
require a significant amount of engi-
neering work, all compressed into a

relatively short timescale, leading to
inevitable disturbance and disrup-
tion for boaters and other users, not
to mention businesses and residents
near the canals. Increased flows,
new bywashes, and other features
will lead to new and increased sedi-
ment movement and deposition, so
dredging regimes will need to be
revised and modified if navigation
is not to be disrupted. The neces-
sary increase in water volumes on
the canals are projected to lead to
local increases in water levels, for
example along the final long pound
through Milton Keynes, so towpath
heights and bridge headrooms will
need to be reviewed and potentially
addressed. Flood controls will need
to be modelled and new manage-
ment regimes established. There will
be heritage and environmental as-
pects to resolve. It was pointed out
that at any locations where flow was
significantly increased the boating
experience would need to be con-
sidered.

The meetings will feed into the
development of the more formal and
complete documentation required
for the first statutory public consul-
tation, envisaged in approximately
12 months.

During the critical planning and
proposal phase, solutions will be
proposed until late 2026.

If successful, it's assumed that
this project won't be operational
before the early 2030s. It is vital
that timely contributions to the
plans by NABO are considered by
GUCT, NABO will consult boaters
and pressurise CRT to do the same.
Establishing the GUCT will not be
a trivial undertaking. There are po-
tential benefits for boaters with the
possibility of four season boating in
some areas. Boaters need to contrib-
ute and be heard and NABO is now
well-placed to channel their input.

To be continued ...

Water Transfer Scheme

NABO News Issue 6 December 2024
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New advice for
winter diesel storage

n a bid to reduce the number of

cases of sticky fuel, River Canal

Rescue is advising boaters to

change their winter fuel storage
strategies. Sticky fuel is unrelated
to the usual fuel contaminants and
causes injection pump racks to seize,
fuel injector and filter head plungers
to fail, and return lines to block.

RCR says a common denomina-
tor in all reported cases is the use of
fuel treatments. They in themselves
are not at fault; but surmise there
may be a link with fuel and chemi-
cal breakdown when they’ve been
stored for a while.

With fuel suppliers advising die-
sel only has a shelf life of around six
months and chemicals starting to
break down after this time, RCR is
urging boaters to take notice of this
new information and take the fol-
lowing action.

Manging director, Stephanie
Horton, comments: “Over winter,
where previously I would advise to
fill tanks to prevent condensation
build-up, best practise now is to
leave them empty and upon return,
drain off any water build-up, treat
the remaining fuel and then add
fresh.

If using a fuel treatment, given we
know chemicals start to breakdown
within six months and we believe
this is one of the contributing fac-
tors, use it within six to 12 months
of purchase”

Identifying sticky fuel

To help boaters identify a sticky fuel
problem, Stephanie suggests they
take a fuel sample and leave it in a
clear glass jar on a window cill in the
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light. Initially, the fuel will be clear,
but after a couple of days, if it is af-
fected, it will go from clear to cloudy.

She continues: “If you are worried
about your fuel or have symptoms
consistent with sticky fuel, doing
this test first may prevent you from
having to dump what’s in your tank.”

Fuel removal

If there is an issue, RCR recom-
mends fuel removal and disposal,
using a franchise company that re-
moves the ‘wrong fuel’ from vehicles,
such as Fuel Doctor or Wrong Fuel
etc. These companies have large
containers in vans, long hoses and
can attend the same day. The cost is
£150-£180, with 20 litres of fuel de-
livered, and more can be requested.
If accessibility is a problem, RCR
suggests using a boat yard facility to
pump it out.

Stephanie concludes: “Once the
tank’s refilled with fresh fuel, leave
any treatments for a while as fresh
fuel appears to clean any residue
in the fuel system. Winns injector
cleaner is also good at clearing signs
of sticky fuel in the system, however
in most cases, the fuel will still need
to be removed”

Background

In December 2020, River Canal
Rescue reported a rise in the num-
ber of call-outs across the UK for
fuel-related issues, unrelated to the
usual fuel contaminants.

Engineers found cases of seized
injection pump racks with blocked
nozzles, fuel injector and filter head
plunger failures. The culprit was
fuel that had left a syrupy and sticky
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residue in the fuel system, clogging
components.

RCR said it was ‘contamination
not seen before, and fuel samples
taken from boats were sent away for
analysis. Bafflingly the samples were
clear—it appears the only indication
of contamination is a smell of turps/
paint thinners. This is due to any
residue in the fuel being so small it
is not able to be collected. Engine
distributor Barrus also confirmed
the samples it sent off were returned
with no issues.

Over the past four years, RCR has
been working to identify solutions
to this protracted residue build-up,
to prevent it clogging up engine
components. RCR engineers, have
however, seen fuel related call-outs
(injectors/pumps/contamination
etc) continue to rise and believe it’s
directly attributed to sticky fuel re-
lated issues.

Bein the know

m Sticky fuel occurs in all types of
engines, anywhere in the country
and with boaters using a range of
different fuel suppliers; local fuel
supply is not the problem.

m Do not store fuel for more than
six months

m Do not store/use fuel treatments
for more than a year

m Leave your tank empty over win-
ter

m If there are issues with the engine
running and no clear cause—treat
with Winns injector treatment to
clear suspected signs of sticky
fuel

Sticky fuel v contaminated fuel
Sticky fuel looks clear, has no signs of
contamination, the filters are clean
but injectors and injection pumps
collect a sticky residue that stops
them operating correctly, producing
similar symptoms to contaminated
fuel. It can also affect other elements
such as return lines, filter plungers
and lift pumps.

Contaminated fuel is typically
diesel bug, but also water, rust and
debris in the fuel. The fuel will look
cloudy and have clear signs of con-
tamination causing filters, pipes and
pumps to block, and engines to run
rough or cut-out, causing vibration
and smoke.

Left to right: Red diesel,
whithe diesel and cloudy,
sticky fuel

NABO News Issue 6 December 2024
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Monica Harding

Emma Hardy

Monica Harding Liberal Democrat
Spokesperson (International Dev-
elopment) put the following
question to the Secretary of State
for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs: “What recent assessment
his Department has made of the
effectiveness of flood prevention
plans for communities along the
River Thames in Surrey between
Weybridge and Long Ditton?”

Emma Hardy The Parliamentary
Under-Secretary of State for
Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs provided a written answer:

The main flood prevention plan
currently in development along this
part of the River Thames is the pro-
posed River Thames Scheme (RTS).
It is a partnership between the
Environment Agency (EA), Surrey
County Council, and other local
partners that will reduce the risk
of flooding for communities from
Staines to Teddington, including be-
tween Weybridge and Long Ditton.
This will be achieved through the
creation of a new flood channel, in
two parts, and capacity improve-
ments to Sunbury, Molesey and
Teddington weirs on the Thames
and to the river in the Desborough
area. The RTS is planning to reduce
flood risk to around 11,000 homes
and 1,600 businesses.

The EA is also looking at how
to reduce the impact of flooding in
Thames Ditton. Measures under
consideration include raised barriers
and property flood resilience meas-
ures to reduce the impact of flooding
and allow a faster recovery.
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Mentions in The House

The All Party Parliamentary
Group (APPG) for the
Waterways
The APPG for the waterways
champions the revitalisation and
restoration of the UK’ navigable
(and previously navigable) water-
ways. Its purpose is to unlock the
environmental, social, economic,
and cultural potential of the UK’s
rivers and canals by boosting local
economies, promoting sustainabil-
ity and connecting people to nature.
The APPG for the Waterways
held its Inaugural Meeting in the
new Government on 12th November
2024. At the meeting the new Chair
and Officers were elected. The IWA
provides the Secretariat for the
group.
The new Officers and members
are:
Chair and registered contact: Bill
Estertson MP, Sefton Central
Co-Chair: Lord German
Co-Chair: Uma Kumaran MP,
Stratford and Bow
Vice-Chair: Wendy Morton MP,
Aldridge and Brownbhills
Members:
Ruth Cadbury MP, Brentford and
Isleworth
Karen Bradley MP, Staffordshire
Moorlands
Gagan Mohindra MP, South West
Herts
John Slinger MP, Rugby
Phil Brickell MP, Bolton West
Catherine Atkinson MP, Derby
North
Ben Coleman MP, Chelsea and
Fulham
Ruth Jones MP, Newport West
Adam Thompson MP, Erewash
Steve Race MP, Exeter



Mike Wood MP, Kingswinford and
South Staffs
Julia Buckley MP, Shrewsbury
Gavin Williamson MP, Stone, Great
Wyrley and Penkridge
Lisa Smart MP, Hazel Grove
Lord Bradshaw
Baroness Jones
Baroness Golding
Baroness Randerson

The only minutes which have
been published by the APPGW are
from the AGM which took place in
March 2024. Since then we have had
a general election and many of the
team at that time have been replaced
by the list above. We look forward to
maybe an invite to the first meeting
of the reformed APPGW and cer-
tainly reading the minutes.

Lithium batteries

Although important for the health
of the nation, introduction of regu-
lations covering disposable vapes
wouldn’t be reported here but as was
pointed out in the debate there are
some details that affect the state of
our waterways. The views expressed
tie in with BSS warnings of the risks
to boaters from lithium batteries.

Mary Creagh The Parliamentary
Under-Secretary of State for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

I beg to move,

That the draft Environmental
Protection  (Single-use  Vapes)
(England) Regulations 2024, which
were laid before this House on 23
October, be approved.

Material Focus estimates that 5
million vapes are thrown away each
week, equivalent to eight vapes a
second, and four times as many as
at this time last year. When they
are littered, they introduce plastics,
nicotine salts, copper, cadmium,
lead and lithium-ion batteries into
our environment. That harms our
wildlife, our soils, our rivers and
our streams. Last year, 50 tonnes of

lithium was discarded into our envi-
ronment.

Neil Hudson Conservative,
Epping Forest speaking for the
Opposition also made the point that
the disposal of single-use vapes can
lead to plastics and toxic chemicals
leaking into our natural environ-
ment and precious waterways. We
cannot overestimate the seriousness
of this or the long-term dangers that
will result if we allow a steady or in-
creasing flow of these materials into
the environment. At a time when we
are all concerned about the need to
improve our waterways and rivers, it
is vital that we tackle this very real
threat.

Liz Jarvis Liberal Democrat,
Eastleigh also made similar refer-
ence to the environmental impact of
disposable vapes:

The devices, which are difficult
to recycle because of their lithium-
ion batteries, are a growing threat to
wildlife and waterways. It is crucial
that our waterways, including the
River Itchen, the rare chalk stream
that runs through my Eastleigh con-
stituency, are protected.

The Rivers Trust has found that
the electric components in dispos-
able vapes release chemicals and
heavy metals as they degrade, se-
verely threatening life in our rivers.
As the Minister highlighted, batter-
ies can, when improperly disposed
of, cause fires.

The social value of the
waterways
Deirdre Costigan Labour, Ealing
Southall asked the Secretary of State
for Culture, Media and Sport, what
assessment she has made of the so-
cial value of the use of (a) outdoor
areas and (b) waterways for (i) the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award and (ii)
other youth services.

Stephanie Peacock Par-
liamentary Under Secretary of State

News

Neil Hudson

Liz Jarvis

Mary Creagh

Deirdre Costigan
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Stephanie Peacock

Lisa Smart

(Department for Culture, Media and
Sport) replied:

The Government recognises the
importance of providing access to
the outdoors for people’s health and
wellbeing, including that of young
adults, and is working to ensure this
is safe and appropriate. This is why
we have set out our ambitious mani-
festo commitments to create nine
new national river walks and three
new national forests in England, ex-
panding access to the great outdoors.
We will make further announce-
ments on plans to develop policy on
access to nature in due course.

In addition the Government is
providing funding to deliver a sec-
ond phase of Generation Green, to
help more disadvantaged children
and young people experience the
benefits of the great outdoors.

This Government also recognises
the importance of youth services
to help young people live safe and
healthy lives. Youth services, includ-
ing the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award,
utilise outdoor areas and waterways
to provide young people with op-
portunities to take part in activities
such as hiking, canoeing, kayaking,
cycling and climbing, as well as a
range of volunteering opportunities.
These experiences help build par-
ticipants’ core skills for life and work
and support their mental and physi-
cal well-being.

Use of inland waterways spe-
cifically for the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award or other youth services, and
any assessment of their social value
for these purposes specifically, are
matters for local arrangement with
navigation authorities or other wa-
terway owners.

Once again Canals were on the
Agenda

Lisa Smart Liberal Democrat
Spokesperson (Home Affairs) I beg
to move, That this House has con-
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sidered funding for Peak Forest and
Macclesfield canals.

In a deeply impassioned speech
Lisa rose to speak about a subject
close to her heart: “..our beautiful
canals, including the magnificent
16-lock flight in Marple, are not just
waterways. They are part of our na-
tional story and are deeply woven
into the fabric of our community.
They are remarkable pieces of living
heritage that we must protect, and
protecting them is one of my three
asks of the Minister today.

The Peak Forest canal, one of
Britain’s most scenic waterways,
runs alongside the River Goyt for
much of its length. The Macclesfield
canal is a historic link between
Manchester and the midlands. They
are both jewels of our waterways.
They are where they are because of
the Stockport mills, notably Mellor
mill, which was the largest cotton-
spinning mill in the world in its time
and the Derbyshire quarries. We
can still see that heritage along the
canals, with Unity mill in Woodley,
Romiley board mill and Goyt mill in
Marple.

As the canals cross through
Marple, they make up 5 km of desig-
nated conservation areas. Each lock
on the Marple flight is grade I listed,
meaning that it is protected as an
area of special interest. The Marple
aqueduct, itself a historic landmark,
is the highest in England and is a
grade I listed structure. Protecting
these landmarks costs money. With
16 locks, and with lock gates costing
approximately £150,000 each be-
cause they have to be hand-crafted,
the bills quickly add up!

The funding structure and CRTs
setup was explained to the House
and some of the reasons for their
lack of resources.

‘Alongside the regular care and
maintenance of the canals and the
71 large reservoirs that feed them,
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the CRT has had to tackle signifi-
cant work such as the extensive
restoration project for Toddbrook
reservoir, which supplies both the
Peak Forest and Macclesfield canals.
After a partial failure in 2019, the
repairs came at a hefty cost of £15
million. Such massive efforts high-
light just how vulnerable is this vital
infrastructure.

Funding changes made by the
previous Conservative Government,
which will mean cuts of 5% a year
for 10 years, will drain nearly £300
million from the trust. Those reduc-
tions will undoubtedly undermine
the trust’s ability to sustain the canal
network. I fear that that will make
the closure of those treasured public
spaces sadly inevitable, unless some-
thing changes!

She went on to explain some of
the many benefits to health canals
provide. Although this debate fo-
cussed largely on one small section
of the network, what was said ap-
plies to the whole country.

In summary she requested the
Minister to protect our canals, to
fund our canals and to value our
canals. They are assets. With a bit
of creative, holistic thinking, they
could do so much more: they could
save money for the NHS and for our
transport budget, instead of simply
being liabilities to be managed.

Tim Roca Labour, Macclesfield
6 November 2024 spoke eloquently
on the the beauty of the Macclesfield
and Peak Forest Canals and his per-
sonal connection with them. Though
strangely he does not seem to be on
the APPWG, which is a shame as he
seemed to understand the boater’s
plight.

“What is especially heartbreaking
is the threat that our canals face be-
cause of the ongoing financial strain
on the Canal and River Trust, which
is a legacy of the last Conservative
Government. Cuts to CRT fund-

ing by 2027 will amount to more
than £300 million. That is against a
backdrop of mixed performance and
some boater dissatisfaction with the
CRT. Boaters in my constituency
have raised real concerns with me.
They deserve to be treated fairly and
to receive the services they need.

The increase in the cost of boat
licences and surcharges for those
without a fixed home mooring
risks a way of life that thousands
have chosen. Continuous cruisers
often have the lowest incomes, but
are being asked to pay more. I am
sympathetic, as I know other hon.
Members are, because the costs that
the CRT is passing on are a result
of austerity. Sadly, as we have been
discovering since the election in
July, there are pressures across many
aspects of public life that are a con-
sequence of the inheritance from the
last Government!

One glimmer of hope is that he
has been appointed last month to
the Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs Committee, which recently
had its first meeting.

Canals are high on the
Committee’s agenda and they will
be speaking to the CRT in the com-
ing weeks and months. Tim Roca is
in a position to advocate for canals
and for rural communities, both in
general and for his Macclesfield con-
stituents in particular, to ensure that
rightful environmental concerns
are heard and that our cherished
countryside and amazing canals are
protected.

However Mary Creagh The
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of
State for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs pursued the line that
no general Government funding is
available for canals.

A review of the current grant
funding had concluded that the trust
was performing well and delivering
value for money. Defra confirmed

Tim Roca

’%
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Andrew Rosindell

directly to the trust this summer, a
further substantial grant funding
package of £401 million will be pro-
vided by the Government over 10
years from 2027. Perhaps she could
discuss that with Tim Roca.
Andrew Rosindell Conservative,
Romford asked the Secretary of State
for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs, whether he has had recent
discussions with the Chief Executive
of the Environment Agency on clo-
sures to parts of the Thames Path.
Which was succinctly dismissed:
Emma Hardy The Parliamentary
Under-Secretary of  State for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
No such discussions have taken
place.

Senedd debate
Sioned Williams Plaid Cymru,
23 October 2024

In 1790, a group of people met at
the Castle Hotel in Neath, and re-
solved to build a canal, stretching
from Glynneath to Neath. It opened
in 1795, and was quickly extended
through to the Brunel dock at Briton
Ferry, and, in 1824, it was connect-
ed to the new Tennant canal, which
allowed goods to reach Swansea
docks. The Tennant canal celebrates
its two-hundredth anniversary this
year. At its height, some 200,000
tonnes of coal were carried along
this vital artery. However, follow-
ing the development of the Vale of
Neath railway in the mid-nineteenth
century, Neath canal steadily lost out
and ceased to be used as a means of
transporting goods. Revenue for the
owners was maintained by supplying
water to local industries, but, slow-
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ly, parts of the canal were filled in,
built over and faded from memory.
And now, even those industries have
gone.

Today, the Ty Banc Canal Group,
an amazing volunteer group, have
begun working with the owners,
St. Modwen, to ensure the canal is
preserved for future generations as
a vibrant, sustainable, community
asset and resource. The Neath canal
predates the creation of the modern
postage stamp and even the United
Kingdom itself. It has seen the
industrialisation and de-industrial-
isation of the communities it runs
through. But it has been a constant
through centuries of revolution, war
and discovery. As Neath canal is
about to reach its two-hundred-and-
fiftieth birthday over this next year,
ours could be the generation to see
the canal fade away completely, or
ours could be the generation to see
the canal renewed and repurposed.
Diolch to all the volunteers and
groups who are working so hard to
ensure that the right choice for the
future of the canal is taken

Climate Change

The Government’s Water (Special
Measures) Bill will be the first im-
portant step in enabling wider,
transformative change across the
water sector, reducing pollution and
cleaning up our waterways.

The Government has also
launched an Independent
Commission into the water sector
regulatory system, anticipated to
form the largest review of the indus-
try since privatisation.



RIP John Prescott

One time champion of the waterways

hen veteran Labour

politician John Prescott

died recently, there were

many articles published
which were a reminder of his time
in office, including when he had
responsibility for the Department
of Environment, Transport and the
Regions.

It is interesting to go back twen-
ty-five years to his time as Deputy
Prime Minister, when the idea was
mooted to turn Britain’s canals and
rivers into arteries for a “national
grid for water”; transferring water
from areas with excessive rainfall
to areas prone to drought, reducing
the necessity for new reservoirs. A
British Waterways (BW) spokesper-
son said: “The waterways have great
potential for alleviating lack of water
in some areas and the abundance of
water in others. This is something
we will be working on in the future”
A spokesperson for John Prescott’s
department said “The Government
wants to see great use of facilities
that are already there. A couple of
years ago some areas suffered from
drought and, with climate change,
this could happen again. It makes
sense to use what we have rather
than dig big holes in the ground for
reservoirs”

In 1999, during a trip along
London’s Regents Canal from King’s
Cross to Islington, John Prescott
said: “For far too long canals have
been regarded as a decaying relic
of a bygone age. Over the years our
waterways have been starved of re-
sources, saddled with debts and
unable to develop their full poten-
tial. Now BW can start to achieve

that potential” He announced
an eighteen per cent rise in
the grant to BW, stating that
“Exciting possibilities exist to
transfer water from areas of sur-
plus to areas of shortage” He saw
the potential for canals as catalysts
for regeneration and made it clear
that some of the new money could
be spent on strengthening banks and
improving locks, in preparation for
deals with water suppliers. He was
adamant that the unique heritage of
the canals was best served by retain-
ing public ownership. “They are a
very exciting asset.”

The Government announced
a three-year increase of 8 million
pounds to take the BW grant to 59
million pounds annually. At that
time BW was generating 65 million
pounds a year of its own funds, al-
though it should be noted that they
claimed a 260 million pound back-
log of repairs, 90 million pounds of
which was for urgent safety work.

John Prescott, who had a great in-
terest in canals, also said he wished
to encourage more leisure use of
them, as well as exploiting the pos-
sibility of green commuting and
freight transport. When he launched
his policy document Waterways for
Tomorrow, he said “Canals are one
of our most important national as-
sets and it’s a scandal that for so long
they were seen as a liability. Not so
long ago they seemed doomed —
they were dying of neglect — and in
fact in the Sixties a lot of the canal
system had become disused, over-
grown and derelict, and there was
a real danger that large parts of it
would close”
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Report by Sue Tonius

his ‘meeting’ takes the form

of a presentation in which

there is no participant

participation other than re-
sponses to a pre-submitted series of
Questions and Answers at the end of
the meeting.

In David Orr’s introduction, he
expressed the view that he thought
the UK canal system is unique.
Perhaps as Chair of the Trustees he
should know that it’s unique, not
only in the UK but in the world and
that this is a major reason for keep-
ing it in navigable order.

He went on to say that they were
“taken aback” by the poor Boater
Satisfaction results.

We find that quite surprising as
we, and other boating organisations
have been presenting boater dissat-
isfaction for years.

Richard Parry in his talk admit-
ted that CRT have done some things
wrongly. Well that’s a start in look-
ing to put things right, here’s hoping
that it’s not too late.

The cost of reservoir repairs and
their impact on spend elsewhere on
the system was yet again blamed.
I listened with hope in this new
era of CRT facing up to problems
that some mention would be made
of preventative work that would
preempt some of the large mainte-
nance costs. There will however be
“changes to how things are done” to
get the best out of CRT funds. It was
mentioned that asset condition is
down, slightly.

An update on Walsall where it
will take time to clean the silt in the
canal following the pollution earlier
in the summer. CRT may or may not
be able to open the canal to boaters
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CRT Annual Public Meeting

in 2025 with such a difficult clean
up. They continue to pursue the cul-
prits for costs.

The Affinity water project in-
volving the Grand Union Canal is
projected to begin construction in
2028 and finish in 2032.

From Matthew Symond's

presentation:

m Effects of inflation on labour and
materials

m Weather events have cost the
trust £10m

m Reservoir blame as before

BUT
CRT’s core work is for boaters

m Navigation is the most important
consideration (hoping NABO’s
input to CRT’s request for priori-
ties played a part here).

m All paddle faults will be recti-
fied (this was told to us back in
September, only now being made
public, sadly already the date’s
been pushed back though from
next year to 2026)

m Lock maintenance will be
increased, grass cutting in impor-
tant areas will be increased.

m A new boater’s app. (that’s the
one NABO’s editor is now in-
volved with). Setting up of a
boater sub-committee chaired
by David Orr to make sure things
are improving (will be good to
see the minutes published from
this sub committee). Publication
of the Action Plan (now being
talked about all over the social
media boating groups)

m CRT meetings are all now on
their website with dates through
to the end of 2025 (see the boat-
er’s page to find them)



21

Fundraising by Maggie Gardner
Ten year targets set from current
£6m a year to £60m. (NB That's
slipped already, in September the
target was £80m).

Other avenues of funding, targets
now £28m from £18m. Friends of
CRT are now at 30,000

Much of her talk was about what
they want and need, rather than how
this would be achieved. Her ideas
currently are: More banners high-
lighting how much the system costs
to be put around the system, more
CRT ‘chuggers’ and volunteers talk-
ing positively about CRT to passers
by on the towpath. More QR codes
on the towpaths to make it easier to
donate,

TV advertising asking for dona-
tions. A raffle!'!(or did she mean a
lottery, something NABO has sug-
gested many times but was always
apparently just too difficult to do).

Sponsoring of structures, like a
lock gate for example and paying for
‘in memoriam’ benches

Next came Heather Clarke,
Impact director. There will be
an Impact Report published in
December.

Then it was Q&A time:

Q Wasting money on re-branding.

A Very small budget so of no im-
portance (that’s not what Parry
said but that’s what came over).
The question went unanswered.

Q Drawbacks of using volunteers
instead of employees

A Vollies will be replacing seasonal
staff. They will be trained. CRT
need to ensure vollies can play the
best possible roles. Wigan event
was a local safety issue, no further
comment except that CRT’s local
team are looking to make sure
that there’s boater support on the
flight for next year. The question
went unanswered.

CRT Annual Public Meeting

Q Accidents are happening on the
towpath with speeding e-scoot-
ers and motorbikes.

A 1It's an ongoing challenge, it can’t
be policed effectively, can’t use
physical barrier methods, has to
be a change of mind set. Report
incidents and hotspots. The ques-
tion went largely unanswered.

Q Sale of trust assets.

A Ensuring the endowments are
giving the best possible returns.
Sharpness sale unlocks capital
and re-invests it for the long term.
Heritage assessments are done
but CRT don’t have to keep these
properties for the best results
to be achieved for them. (Surely
there should be limits, no refer-
ence to CRT original undertaking
of commitment to protecting the
UK’s unique heritage).

Q Cruising numbers down, deterio-
rating system up.

A Lots of other factors, eg cost of
boating. According to R Parry,
cruising numbers have been sta-
ble since 2018 (not according to
Nick Robert’s extensive work on
this?) It is however a CRT con-
cern, and they have plans.

Q This was a bit of light relief, the
inevitable one from Panda of the
NBTA, was it true that CRT want
to reduce the number of boats
without a home mooring.

A R Parrydidn’t get alookin, D Orr
simply said NO.

Q Facilities were decreasing, was
there an action plan.

A CRT were not actively reducing
the number although some have
had to be closed because of is-
sues like vandalism. Alternative
sites are sought, although often
difficult to find. They do try to
keep to the policy but challeng-
ing. They are looking to improve
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response times for repairs. The question was
not answered.

Q Flood prevention, what’s CRT doing.

A The canal system is not officially part of the
UK’s flood prevention measures. Critical as-
sets are assessed and invested in. Sluices and
flood locks help. CRT works on this with oth-
er agencies such as EA and local authorities
where canals can help support flood relief.

Q Removal of dog bins

A They became a significant cost, there needed
to be priorities in spending. It had been no-
ticed that many canals had never had them
but remained tidy.

Q Reservoirs sold to water companies

A No reservoirs have been sold by CRT to water
companies, many of which pay CRT to use the
water.

.
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Fund Britain's Waterways (FBW)

Report by Malcolm Blundell

I joined a short online meeting of the FBW yes-
terday on behalf of NABO.

Most of the meeting was focussed on dis-
cussing the route of the ‘Flotilla’ (6 boats to start
with) from the North East down to London.
CRT have agreed to assist where possible and
a number of cruising clubs will host events
along the route. Press and media will hopefully
be in attendance. As to the actual cavalcade
the Metropolitan Police Marine Policing Unit
(MPU) has been informed and will provide an
escort. The Metropolitan Police are also aware
at the Palace of Westminster. From my point of
view the logistics and permissions seem to be
well in hand. The actual route is good to go but
of course last minute issues may crop up. There
will be a live feed from time to time.

M

FUND BRITAIN'S
WATERWAYS

For further information
about Fund

Britain's Waterways
contact: info@
fundbritainswaterways.
org.uk
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From a NABO perspective our members are
invited, of course, during the cruise but at certain
points boat names would have to be taken for
mooring and security purposes. Visiting events
on the way is encouraged. Whilst the route is
good, the timings need to be finalised with the
clubs hosting events along the way.

As discussed we will hopefully be able to pub-
lish the route and events in NABO News. FBW
will arrange a method to forward the flotilla lo-
cation and the events forthcoming in order for
NABO to circulate via social media.

More discussion arose about the exit cruise
across the Wash. I undertook to contact a col-
league from Paddle UK to see if they are, or wish
to become, involved in events supporting FBW.

Fund Britain’s Waterways (FBW)

FBW brings together a wide range of organisations
with the sole purpose of campaigning collectively for
an increase in government funding of Britain's inland
waterways to avert their decline. Established in June
2023, it already has over 130 members representing
hundreds of thousands of users and supporters of
inland waterways
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WINTER WORKS

Planned Winter Stoppages

NABO members can
access the CRT Stoppages
PDF on our website nabo.
org.uk. So if you're not
already a member, there's
another good reason to
join up now.

To receive River

Thames stoppage
information, sign up to
the email update service:
email riverthames@
environment-agency.
gov.uk with ‘subscribe’

or ‘unsubscribe’ in

the subject line. State
whether you want

to subscribe to or
unsubscribe from
closures and restrictions
emails, newsletter emails
or both.

Your personal
information will be used
in line with their privacy
notice.

ear the end of August the
Canal and River Trust re-
leased their Winter Works
Schedule but, for some
strange reason, this year they refused
to produce the PDF which normally
accompanies the programme.

They also haven't issued a sepa-
rate list but chose instead to combine
both unplanned and planned stop-
pages together. For many boaters the
Winter Works PDF is an important
tool when planning winter cruising
because it lists all stoppages by ca-
nal or river and can be downloaded
to be consulted when internet sig-
nal is non-existent. Something that
just cannot be done with the current
CRT database.

The PDF is also a valuable re-
source when collecting data for
comparing year on year repairs. This
is vital to a) ascertain the inevitable
wear and tear on the ageing infra-
structure across the network and b)
record whether repairs have been
undertaken successfully i.e. provided

River Thames Investment programme
November 2024 to March 2025.

When Where Work being carried out | Canoe portage with care
durlng closure

27 November 2024 to 16
December 2024

27 November 2024 to 3
January 2025

3 January 2025 to 3
February 2025

31 January 2025 to 7
March 2025

10 March 2025 to 1 April
2025

a permanent fix or merely a tempo-
rary reprieve. After all when you're
working with a tight budget, as CRT
do, it’s important not to throw good
money after bad.

Anyway, NABO decided that if
CRT wouldn’t produce a PDF we
would. It’s a bit more basic than be-
fore but it still provides the locations
and dates of any navigation closures
taking place between October 31st
2024 and March 31st 2025. It goes
without saying (as with previous
Winter Works PDFs) that stoppages
can be subject to change by CRT so
you will need to double check their
database but, as every boater out
cruising this summer will know, it’s
necessary to check before casting off
whether your planned journey is still
possible or requires a rethink.

On The Thames

Planned lock closures: see table be-
low. This programme of work is
subject to change, due to weather
and other circumstances.

Buscot Lock Replacement of anchor
blocks and collar straps.
Whitchurch Lock Replacement of anchor  Yes
blocks and collar straps.
Sonning Lock Replacement of anchor  Yes
blocks and collar straps.
Marlow Lock Replacement of anchor  Yes
blocks and collar straps.
Romney Lock Replacement of anchor  Yes

blocks and collar straps.

NABO News Issue 6 December 2024



The Broads Navigation

By John Sadler

rom the detailed report of

the Navigation Committee,

Proposed navigation charges

for 2025/26 in the navigation
area and adjacent waters.

I was impressed by the depth of
analysis in the report, I don’t know
how the data was gathered but full
consideration is being given to the
balance between cost, facilities and
usage.

In the 2024/25 season, poor
weather, the cost-of-living crisis, and
the relatively cheap cost of foreign
holidays was thought to have put
downward pressure on boat own-
ership and holidays on the Broads.
Land and water-based tourism busi-
nesses have reported very difficult
trading conditions. Visit Britain’s
‘sentiment survey’ (September 2024)
stated: “The top barrier to taking an
overnight domestic trip continues
to be ‘the rising cost
of living’ (33%), closely

tion of just 2.0% in private motor
cruisers, the largest group of private
boats, is perhaps surprising. There
was an increase of over 230 boats
between 2020 and 2021 and the
number has returned to pre-COVID
levels.

The long-term decline in hired
motor cruisers has resulted in a re-
duced income from tolls. Over the
last ten years, the most significant
falls in number were between 2019-
2020, a drop of 67, and 2021-2022,
a fall of 56. Table 2 shows that the
number has remained stable over
the last year with just six fewer mo-
tor cruisers.

Private motorboats and hired
motor cruisers account for 82% of
the total toll income. This year’s de-
cline in boat numbers has resulted
in a forecast reduction in income, as
shown in the table below:

followed by the ‘UK  Budgetedincome £3,006,000 £1,436,000
weather’ (30%). Due to  2024/25
the cost-of-living crisis, ' Forecast income £2,907,850 £1,403,559
most UK adults (66%) | 2024/25
are either ‘cautious Surplus/(Deficit) -£98,150 -£32,441

and being very careful’
(47%) or have been ‘hit hard and are
cutting back’ (19%)”. The increase in
charges over the last two years will
also have had an impact alongside
other increases in the cost of own-
ing and maintaining a boat, some of
which will have been higher than the
increase in navigation charges. The
result is that the Broads Authority
and other navigation authorities
have seen a decline in boat numbers.
In the context of the wider impact
of the cost-of-living crisis a reduc-
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The projected deficit is currently
£130,591. To align income and ex-
penditure for 2024/25, two mooring
refurbishment projects due to be
carried out this year by contractors
at Potter Heigham and Martham
have been delayed until 2025/26.
The savings in this year’s budget of
£100,000 largely offsets the lost in-
come. If financial provision is made
for a further similar reduction in
boat numbers in 2025/26 (about
£100,000 loss of income) then an in-
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crease of approximately 12% would
be necessary to maintain the existing
service levels. This 12% is calculated
prior to the pay award being final-
ised and any changes to National
Insurance announced in the budget.
A small increase in charges, for ex-
ample in line with the published
inflation figures and allowing for
a further loss of private income,
would require substantial reduc-
tions in the service levels provided
and savings in the order of £350,000
to £400,000. This would mean a sig-
nificant reduction in staffing, and a
consequential substantial decrease
in practical maintenance and the
work of the Rangers.

In the current economic climate
and in light of the last two years’
increases of 13% and 8.5%, a 12% in-
crease in charges would be deemed
unacceptable to many toll payers.
Therefore, the Authority should look
to see where it can further reduce
its operational costs to mitigate the
impact of next year’s toll increase on
boat owners.

It was highlighted at the Tolls
Briefing that achieving savings would
require a reduction in staffing, as
staff costs represent a high propor-
tion of the navigation expenditure.
Members raised and dis-
cussed a range of ideas to
reduce the burden on toll
payers, such as prioritising
navigation maintenance to

Navigation Authority

tate a lower toll increase.

The level of uncertainty involved
in determining charges for next year
is higher than normal both in the
short and long-term. It is unknown
whether the decline in hired mo-
tor cruisers is going to continue.
Over the last ten years the number
has fallen by 200 and this has been
a major factor in the above inflation
increases for private craft. Similarly,
it is not clear if the reduction in
small private boats this year is a re-
balancing of numbers post COVID
or part of a wider move away from
boat ownership.

The Committee is asked to con-
sider the level of navigation charges
for 2025/26, balancing the need to
continue to maintain the waterways
for the benefit of users with what is
considered an appropriate increase
in charges. A 12% increase, which
would maintain the existing stand-
ard of service, seems too high, while
a 2.2% increase, in line with inflation
August 2024 would require a sub-
stantial reduction in the delivery of
the Authority’s services to boat own-

Boating

A table prepared by

the IWA was presented
showing the comparative
annual tolls for specified

€rs. motorised craft, sections
shown below, I've added
the final column for

balance.

Navigation
lengthin
Miles X 2.4m

Private Cabin
Cruiser 10.6m

some areas of the Broads,
introducing new charges,
and reducing levels of ser-
vice. Some of these have far
reaching implications and if
considered would require
greater investigation so that
Members are fully sighted
of the potential impacts and
risks. Members also indi-
cated which operational and
support service areas could
be subject to cuts to facili-

Broads Authority 125 £289.34
Canal and River Trust 2000 £831.00
EA Thames 135 £410.38
EA Anglian 353 £462.18
EA Medway 18 £337.55
Middle Level 100 £462.18
River Avon 46 £392.00
River Wey 20 £218.00
Scottish Canals 141 £239.47

Editor's
Addition,
price per mile
of available
navigation

£2.31
£0.42
£3.04
£1.31
£18.75
£4.62
£8.52
£10.90
£1.70
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Disaster Strikes

Useful advice on
surviving winter

As we head towards winter, River Canal Rescue has
some winterisation tips for boaters.

Cooling systems

Any ‘closed loop’ cooling sys-
tem needs anti-freeze added and
replaced (per manufacturer’s guide-
lines). This minimises the risk of
splits or fractures due to freezing
water and engine corrosion, plus
improves the engine’s cooling effi-
ciency.

If it's a raw water (river-drawn)
cooling system, drain down by
briefly running the engine when out
of the water to empty the system. If
afloat, ‘shut off” the inlet valve (sea-
cock) and drain as much water from
the system as possible.

Where no drain plug is available,
disconnect a hose, drain the water
from the system and leave discon-
nected. Although this will not empty
the system completely, it allows for
expansion should the water freeze,
reducing the risk of ruptured pipes.
Insulate any accessible tight bends,
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as this is where fluid collects, even
after draining. Once you're ready to
cruise again, reconnect any pipes,
refill the system and open the sea-
cock.

If the engine’s winterised or sea-
cock’s closed, to prevent accidental
operation, clearly mark the engine
and its controls.

General checks

Check lockers, cockpit and other
areas to ensure all drain holes and
plugs are clear of debris, leaves, dirt
etc. These areas block easily and in
heavy or prolonged rain, a vessel
can take on water, causing COrro-
sion (where the water’s left sitting)
or worse, sinking.

Test the bilge pump and if possi-
ble, invest in an automatic one—it’s
more reliable than a manual. An
automatic bilge pump immediately
responds to water ingress with the
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float switch dictating when it should
pump. Should a leak develop from
cooling system, hull or other source
(or there’s a build-up of rain water),
this will keep your vessel safe.

Water in a boat will place it lower
in the water, leaving outlets such as
those for a shower, sink or air vent,
nearer to the water level (leading to
catastrophic results!).

Check battery charge levels be-
fore leaving the boat and when you
return, or before a long journey.
Heavy rainfall, leaking stern glands
and weed hatch issues can cause wa-
ter ingress and quickly fill the boat,
leading to sinking. Flat batteries at a
critical point can be devastating.

Grease the stern tube before
leaving the boat, this prevents water
ingress. Although most stern glands
leak once the propeller turns, the
grease acts like a seal whilst not in
use.

Ensure boat mooring pins and
ropes are secure, yet slack enough
to deal with the normal rise or fall
of water levels. Where possible at-
tach a long rope to a tree or higher
ground, so if flooding occurs, or the
boat becomes loose in high winds,
the additional rope provides a
much-needed safety line. In extreme
weather or prolonged rainfall, visit
the boat regularly to adjust mooring

ropes and check bilge pumps and
batteries are coping.

Run the engine for an hour
every time you visit as this pushes
oil around the engine and prevents
rusting, plus it tops up the battery if
left running long enough (beware of
doing this if you've drained the cool-
ing system!).

Spray electrical terminals with
a silicone-free lubricant, grease all
available grease points on the engine
and drive, plus electrical connectors,
and lubricate linkages and gear/
throttle slides; this prevents rusting/
corrosion and gives these compo-
nents a longer life.

Generators

If not in use, store in a gas-tight
locker—the same regulations as
Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) apply.

Water and heating

Freezing temperatures can cause
split or fractured pipes which, if left
over a gradual period, can lead to
complete or partial flooding.

Drain down the water system (in-
cluding drinking water and cistern)
and leave taps open. Most water
heaters have a screw plug at their
base and can accommodate an old-
fashioned cycle pump which makes
emptying water faster.

Boating

Winter Freeze
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Boating: Winterising

Taps should be left open so if
any water is left in the system and it
freezes, there’s less pressure on the
pipes due to air coming out of the
taps.

An unnoticed pipe split and
flooding will almost certainly lead
to sinking, which insurers may not
cover (not all cover frost damage and
a gradual water incursion may not
be classed as accidental). If covered,
insurers normally insist ‘machinery
is winterised according to manu-
facturers’ recommendations. If not
available, speak to a qualified engi-
neer.

Lag hot and cold pipes and top up
anti-freeze in keel cooling and other
sealed heating systems (ie radiators
connected to the boiler). This is the
single most important thing to do,
whether your narrowboat is being
used over the winter period or not.
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Protecting possessions

Remove or put out of site any alco-
hol, valuable and electrical items.
If you have a secure mooring this
might not be such an issue, but if in
doubt, take it out.

Invest in decent locks, your in-
surance policy requires this and it’s
more likely to deter thieves. Close
and lock all windows and access
points before leaving the vessel and
visit regularly. Prevent the theft of
external items, such as mushroom
vents, solar panels and chimneys,
by fixing with extra-strength seal-
ant and invest in security shear nuts.
Ask neighbouring boats to call if
they have any concerns.

Diesel treatment

Excessive water in the tank can lead
to water feeding through the fuel
system. To prevent this;

Regularly check your filler cap
seal and replace if worn, cracked or
damaged. The cap sits lower than the
deck so if it’s been raining wipe away
excess water before opening the cap.

Either leave the tank empty dur-
ing winterisation and remove any
water on your return or leave the
tank full and treated. Fuel treat-
ments remove water and deal with
contamination such as diesel bug—
where enzymes, bacteria etc live off
the water in diesel and affect the
diesel properties. Inactive boats are
more at risk of growth developing in
the fuel tanks.

Freezing weather & ice

If the boat’s encased in ice and you're
worried about the effects on the hull,
take care...breaking the ice can re-
sult in more damage than leaving it.
The only time ice should be broken
is if you need to move, and then with
caution. The stress on the hull from
a large surface area of ice is huge and
at a minimum it will damage the
blacking.



Poetry Junction

Specular on the
Wolverhampton 21

Emma Purshouse

The cold grips them in its beak

a displaced flock—Branta Canadensis.
Camped for winter,

tottering together on their turned in toes
wind shivering their feathers.

Sieving grey puddles

ankle deep in mire

intent on survival.

Close by

on the humming ring road

are a monotony of traffic lights -

the only things that ever seem to change.

The only things that ever seem to change
are a monotony of traffic lights

on the humming ring road.

Close by

intent on survival

ankle deep in mire

sieving grey puddles

wind shivering their feathers

tottering together on their turned in toes
camped for winter

a displaced flock —Homo sapiens.

The cold grips them in its beak.

Emma Purshouse is an award winning writer and performer. She
was a narrowboat dweller for about eight years, continuously
cruising the waterways. She often uses Black Country dialect and
accent in her work. Her poetry collections are published by Offa’s
Press and Fair Acre Press and her first novel Dogged by Ignite
Books. For more information or to book a workshop, performance
or talk, go to emmapurshouse.co.uk.

Specular on the Wolverhampton 21 was previously published by
Fair Acre Press in Diversifly and Offa’s Press Away with the Birds
anthologies.

*Specular = relating to or having properties of a mirror.

Emma is also involved in Wolverhampton Literature Festival

an annual event which will next be held over the weekend of 31
January—2 February 2025. Entries are invited for the festival
poetry competition. Open to poems on any subject, the deadline
is midnight 31 December 2024. More info on WoLF and the
competition at wolvesliteraturefestival.co.uk.

Photo: Nicole Lovell
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In my Humble Opinion

by Ian Hutson

thank you, a big, wild,

heartfelt, thank you to all

of those employees and

volunteers of the Canal
Company Limited who have rheu-
matics, chilblains, hang-nails, mud
on their hands, mud on their boots
and frostbite scars on their noses
and ears. Seriously; thank you all, for
all that you do.

To outrageously paraphrase René
Descartes (and probably also René
of the Cafe Artois); I moan, there-
fore I am. Thus, I think, that only
my constant grumbling is ever what
is actually heard and the thanks
and praise that I do give falls on
deaf ears. I do frequently say nice
and good and wholesome things
about those in the Canal Company
Limited and wider organisation who
actually tote that barge, lift that bale.
Those who wear leaky “dry suits”
and mend broken paddles, or who
wander along and casually slap in a
new 2,000kg lock gate, or who send
small Victorian waifs and strays tied
to safety-ropes made of hairy string
into blocked culverts with small
spoons to clear them of dead badg-
ers and wotnot*.

*They don’t really do this, obvs.
:-) There are laws, and hairy string is
valuable and in short supply.

I speak of—and speak to—and
mightily appreciate and thank all
those who trundle past in work-
boats with pallets of this and that,
with precariously balanced diggery-
pokery machinery, those who erect
fences, build steps and—on occa-
sion—unbung unspeakables from
Elsan points. Out in all weathers
and perforce in some weird and
remote—or even weirder and city-
centre (ugh)—locations, working
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Thank you

between possibly long commutes
and performing tasks to rival and
even surpass those of the original
canal builders.

A simple Inferential Thematic
Causal-Correlation Statistical Fuzzy
Logic Fourier Analysis of my articles
here, of my blog, of even my t-shirts
and protest banners is all that it
takes to reveal my (almost mostly)
(near enough) (we're none of us per-
fect) appreciation of the workforce.
The work force. When on occasion
I stray into the almost derisive, dis-
missive, and even disdainful (English
understatement) my discourse is di-
rected at a decidedly well-defined,
diminutive employed demographic
identifiable by not being among
those who tote barges and lift bales.
Nuff said, you know who I mean,
without me making myself even
more of a marked man.

To clarify—or perhaps to
confound and confusticate further—
perhaps I can draw a parallel with
The Charge of The Light Brigade. Of
those six hundred who are all, rath-
er unfortunately, lumped together
in the narrative of one simplified
poetic account (the one involving
some valley of death and a lot of
riding) perhaps five hundred and
ninety-seven were courageously
performing their duty and perform-
ing it amazingly well. It was Lord
Raglan, Lord Cardigan, and Alfred
Lord Tennyson who goofed, goofed,
and goofed again.

So, to the footsoldiers, the cooks,
the troopers, gunners, guardsmen,
sappers, signalmen, fusiliers, crafts-
men and riflepersons (had to put
that in for “PC” points) who just
follow (oft daft) orders and still get
things done, THANK YOU.
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Letters to the Editor

Have Your Say

Opinions expressed here are independent of NABO policy and statements

made have not been verified as accurate.

Max Sinclair... and Trudie Styler

The article in the October 2024 edition of NABO
News concerning the role which the late Max
Sinclair played in restoring the derelict canals in
Droitwich brought back happy memories.

I knew and worked with Max for a num-
ber of years when I served as Secretary of The
Droitwich Canals Trust.

The photograph of the work party in 1971 is
also of historic interest. The young lady wearing
white on the extreme right (next to her friend in
“hot pants”) is no other than Trudie Styler who
became an actress and wife of pop star “Sting”
in later years. We both attended the same high
school in the late 60s.

Photo: Birmingham Post
It might be said that her lifelong involvement
in conservation literally had its roots in the
Droitwich Canal!

Stephen Peters—ex-NABO Council member

Festivals

BCN Society

Next Summer seems a long way off but it’s sur-
prising how quickly it creeps up on you so you
might like to know what’s happening with the
Explorer Cruises on the Birmingham Canal
Network (BCN) next year.

There are three BCN Explorer Cruises
planned in 2025 so you have a good choice. They
will be in May, June and July. The May Cruise
will be planned to fit around the BCNS Summer
Rally, starting on the 9th. As an exciting varia-
tion they have arranged the June cruise, to fit in
with hiring a boat from Alvechurch for boaters
who want a shorter cruise starting and finishing
in Birmingham. Commences Saturday 7th last-
ing a week. So if you do not own a boat and want
to explore the BCN now is your chance. The July
Cruise will start in Birmingham on 6th July and
end in Titford on the 15th.

All three cruises are available to all boaters,
owners and hirers alike.

Let the BCN Society know if you are interested
in any of them by emailing bcns.explorercruise@
gmail.com and they will send you full details in-

cluding the itinerary of the month you choose as
soon as they are published.

Gnosall C'Fest

Following a really great festival this year with
an estimated footfall of over 1500, the Gnosall
Towpath Restoration volunteers are already
working on C’Fest 2025. It’s pencilled in for 18-
20 July, so make a note in your diary.

I name this boat ...
Very appropriate, photo by Sharon Wells

Rewind

There is no traditional rewind this issue owing to
the contributor’s health problems.
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RCR

keeping you moving

Breakdown

across the UK Inland Waterways.

NO callout or hourly charges.
NO restrictions on age, make or size of your boat.

Home start

Crew relay

Breakdown assistance
Boat recovery

JOIN TODAY!

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FROM

A £30 surcharge applies to all
callouts within the M25

ts Cover
ding gearbox & drive plate,
d many more.**

*Replacement Palr
fied parts inclu

a huge range of spect
Covers cguplingS. starters, alternators an

*Excluding Retainer Cover, RPC can be added for £75.
**Excludes Consumables such as cables, filters, rubber components
and the like that require routine wear and tear replacement.



