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The Editor’s Column

T he ‘Season of mists and 
mellow fruitfulness’ has 
descended rapidly this year, 
just in time to welcome 

us to our home mooring. As ever, 
there’s a bit of damage to repair 
before the winter sets in and some 
maintenance scheduled for the 
cooler months. We set out in June, 
in winter clothes but we had some 
hot spells during the summer and 
only donned full waterproofs once. 
I don’t recall more than half a day 
waiting for rain to stop either. 

After swinging my whole weight 
on the windlass on too many wide 
lock paddles out of the 76 that we 
passed through, I was very relieved 
to be back on narrow locks. So was 
my hernia. 

We sailed through Cropredy dur-
ing the festival which seemed to be 
attended by lots of boaters. Music 
and mayhem abounded as we passed 
the moored boats on the last day of 
the festival. Obviously the next day 
there was going to be a large exodus, 
however the first lock had a ‘yellow 
bag of shame’ over one paddle and 
the next lock up had two paddles 
‘awaiting repair’. I’m afraid we pot-
tered on to be clear of any possible 
canal rage the next day. I think that 
as this is a major festival, which is 

widely publicised, it would have 
been a good opportunity for CRT 
to have carried out a survey before-
hand and scheduled repair work to 
be complete. I’m sure that would 
have been much appreciated by vis-
iting boaters and created a  better 
impression of canal maintenance.

On a positive note there has been 
a good response to various acts of 
vandalism by mother nature and 
inconsiderate road users. An un-
known vehicle struck bridge 83 on 
the Coventry Canal and left a large 
section of the parapet in the canal. 
Although I spoke to a couple of boat-
ers that had carefully come through 
without mishap, the canal was sub-
sequently closed. By the time we 
went through, only a few days later, 
scaffold had been erected and recon-
struction was underway. 

Another problem for logistics 
was the recovery of a lorry and 
its load of carrots parked in the 
Kennet and Avon canal after crash-
ing through the parapet of bridge 
175 at Burbage Wharf. Although the 
lorry was quickly recovered the nav-
igation was closed for a week while 
debris was removed from the canal.

With a couple of unusually 
fierce summer storms there were a 
number of trees uprooted and laid 
across various canals. The reactive 
response team once again was quite 
impressive, however, many boaters 
feel that a bit more pruning would 
lead to less disruption.

As major floods sweep through 
Europe we wait to see what winter 
will deliver. 

It can be hard to see a positive 
future for the 2000 miles of his-
toric waterways across England and 
Wales and how life is better by wa-
ter. NABO will be holding its AGM 
soon, we would love to see you there 
and hear your views, please register 
your interest so we can provide re-
freshments.

Autumnal musings
Editor John Sadler

Reconstruction commenced
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In the Chair

A nd there went summer. 
Although it might have 
felt unremittingly cool and 
wet, according to the Met 

Office, neither temperature nor 
rainfall were anything other than 
average compared to previous years. 

There are numerous reports from 
boaters that the canals were quieter 
this summer than usual, with many 
noticing hire bases still full of boats. 
The team who notify boaters of the 
unplanned stoppages have certainly 
not had a quiet time. Trees continue 
to come down, locks continue to 
break, water levels continue to be, 
shall we say, random. It all prompted 
one of NABO’s ex council members 
to look out an old Towpath Talk col-
umn that he wrote from four years 
ago to check for changes. 

In his first paragraph, he asked 
whether it was time for CRT to stop 
the PR spin and admit that they are 
losing the maintenance battle. Four 
years on and CRT continue to spend 
millions on PR with upbeat posts on 
social media and on their website 
with accompanying pictures of well 
maintained waterways. No changes 
there then but there does seem to 
be a hint of a recognition in their re-
sponses to the many boater photos 
of less well maintained waterways 
that they can’t be on top of all that 
they’d like. A subtle plea for more 
funding as well as a more realistic 
response?

His article proceeds with an 
account of the many unplanned 
stoppages, a ‘barrage’ of them. He 
calls for year round pro-active in-
spection and maintenance but 
recognises the financial impact to 
CRT of the unplanned outlay on 
reservoirs. Four years on and there 
appears to be no change in CRT’s 
‘wait till it breaks’ approach, leading, 
as it has, to major and expensive to 
repair canal breaches. 

Continuing, his column writes 
of those heady days four years ago 
when the Boater Satisfaction survey 
showed 60% of boaters happy! The 
list of why 40% weren’t remains the 
same as now and could have been 
written yesterday. Perceptions that 
there was an emphasis on ‘well be-
ing’ and other towpath users, rather 
than maintaining the waterways; no 
pro-active maintenance; no improve-
ments with dredging or vegetation 
management; CRT not valuing the 
views of boaters. Four years on and 
the recent survey resulted in just 46% 
of satisfied boaters.

He ends by pointing out that 
NABO and its members have been 
saying the same for years. Even in 
the face of apparent intransigence, 
we will continue to do so.

Thanks to Mark Tizard for shar-
ing the article from Towpath Talk.

Summer is a goin’ out
Chair Anne Husar

Oxford, Agenda 21 
permanent moorings, let’s 
hope there’s nothing coming
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NABO Council Meeting 14th September 2024

Fly on the wall
Peter Braybrook observes proceedings at the Council meeting

T he online meeting was prefaced by a 
presentation from Allan Richards on 
the level one complaint by the National 
Boaters and Travellers Association 

(NBTA), challenging the publication of two 
different results, allegedly from the Boaters’ 
Consultation. 

The complaint details the imposition of sur-
charges on the basis of flawed evidence. It was 
alleged that the final report from the survey 
company DJS was given to Canal and River Trust 
(CRT) after the board meeting and was not the 
report that is published on their website. The real 
figures showed that only 40% of boaters support-

ed surcharges and had presented a clear view 
that none of the proposed changes were accept-
able. These perceived anomalies have now been 
taken to the Charities Commission; however 
they have been fairly tolerant of CRT in the past.

Allan was thanked for his presentation and he 
left the meeting.

After the formalities the points raised in the 
presentation were discussed. Some agreed that 
surcharges are discriminatory and the decision 
making process is flawed. There was also a sense 
that CRT are not supporting boaters, although 
they have the legal right to charge what they like 
for their services. In general NABO has always 

been in favour of ‘one licence 
one charge’ although the option 
to charge by area was said to be 
working well on EA waters. It 
was decided that we should ex-
press our concerns to the Charity 
Commission. 

No progress has been made 
on the offside mooring problem 
on the Gloucester and Sharpness 
Canal. There was a meeting 
of Fund Britains Waterways 
(FBW) which requested that the 
Government re-forms the All 
Party Parliamentary Waterways 
Group. The new chair is unknown 
at the moment. It was agreed 
that NABO should provide ad-
ditional funding for FBW. Hazel 
Owen, chair of the Association of 
Waterways Cruising Clubs, is or-
ganising a cruise to highlight the 
perils faced because of the grant 
reduction to CRT.

There will be a meeting with 
Middle Level Commissioners, 
any questions you’d like to raise? 
Please contact the Chair before 
the end of October. 
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NABO News

S adly there was no response to last Month’s 
appeal for help by the Council

At our recent council meeting it was 
observed that most of the members are 

of advancing age. Whilst this accounts for the 
breadth of their knowledge it also creates a risk 
of sudden demise. We would like to appeal again 
to members for volunteers to ghost the more 
important jobs, so that somebody is available to 
take over if required. The Chair, Editor NABO 
News, Treasurer, General Secretary, Webmaster 
and Welfare Officer are all positions that require 
some training and knowledge, which the current 
holders would be pleased to pass on.

The Webmaster position is getting to be more 
than a one man job, so a volunteer to take over 
some of the day to day work would be very much 
appreciated. Suitable training for the right candi-
date will be arranged.

The need for additional help is still there, 
whatever your personal skill set is, we can find 
a way for you to help. You would not be asked to 
do anything you felt was outside your ability but 
the Council does need extra help. 

NABO has a significant impact 
on organisations that control the 
future of canals as places to relax, 
live, work and above all navigate. 
We want to preserve that abil-
ity to challenge any authority that 
threatens those functions, how-
ever it does take time to issue and 
respond to communications. We 
now have a new Government that 
knows nothing about NABO, prob-
ably very little about the canal 
network and how it is (or is not) 
being maintained. It is our duty 
as boaters to inform them. 335 of 
the 650 Members of the House of 
Commons are new members, and 

there’s eleven mem-
bers on the council, 
most of whom have 
other tasks, like at-
tending meetings or 
contributing to this Magazine.

Above all we don’t want any canal to return 
the state of dereliction pictured below. Since 
Tom Rolt, who with Robert Aikman brought 
about an interest in the restoration of canals, we 
have never been in such a perilous state. Please 
don’t assume that the canal network will be there 
in the future without our effort. 

CRT’s operation of the network contributes 
£1.5 billion per year to the UK economy and 
supports 80,000 jobs. Don’t believe everything 
in the glossy brochure, but when money is tight, 
like any organisation, the focus should be on core 
business. It is partially funded by boaters, who 
have been asked to contribute more financially 
so it is imperative that we push navigability to the 
top of the core attributes. We need to keep push-
ing—please help.

A NABO appeal for help!
Before it’s too late

Ladywood bottom lock 1965
Photo: Max Sinclair archive
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NABO News

Revised NABO terms and privacy policy
By David Fletcher

Last year we reviewed the NABO Constitution 
and this resulted in an update at the 2023 AGM. 
This year we have reviewed the Terms and 
Conditions and Privacy Policy document that 
go with the Constitution. These have not been 
looked at for some time. It is important that the 
documents are consistent and reflect the way in 
which the Association is managed. You will recall 
that we asked members recently for comments 
on these documents, and no comments have 
been forthcoming.

We now have proposed new drafts and by the 
time you are reading this, they will be on the web 
site. If you cannot access this and would like a 
paper copy please let us know.

Terms and Conditions: There was some du-
plication of statements so these are amended. 
There are some minor changes about communi-
cations and these reflect the move to our current, 
post Covid, practice for electronic communica-
tions. We will always support our long standing 
members who do not have access to electronic 
systems.

Privacy policy: This has been unchanged since 
the law changed in 2018. We have learnt a lot in 
this time and there is also much more experience 

for clubs like ourselves. Previously we have asked 
for your specific agreement to the privacy policy 
and maintained the records of this.

We now propose to change this consent to 
one of ‘legitimate interest’ as the basis of consent. 
This means that if you join or renew, then you 
expect the club to keep your details and use them 
to communicate with you. If you don’t want this, 
then don’t join. Many clubs operate under legiti-
mate interest and although more onerous for the 
Association legally, it is much less work for ad-
ministration. No applicant or member has ever 
objected or refused agreement to the Privacy 
Policy. The alternative would be a major task to 
revalidate and record the agreement, a task that 
has little value and a lot of hassle chasing mem-
bers. All the required legal commitments remain 
in place, including the promise not to sell or 
share the membership list with others.

We now require that all new members pro-
vide and maintain a valid email address.

There are some minor edits about communi-
cations to match Terms and Conditions.

Finally, as always, we welcome comments and 
input to these documents. 

Meeting with CRT on Boater Survey results 
Your Chair and Editor met with Matthew 
Symonds recently at Stafford Boat Club. We were 
pleased and surprised at his attitude to our input 
on the reasons for boater disapproval. 

He admitted that CRT have been less than 
successful in their maintenance of the system 
and that there’s much to do to put it right. He 
too has been crunching numbers from past years 
and finding, of course, the deterioration that we 
have been telling him about ad nauseam. There 

are many plans to try to put things right. For ex-
ample, within a year, a blitz on paddles that aren’t 
working and once they are all repaired to keep 
on top of this. They came away thinking that at 
long last, maybe, just maybe, NABO was getting 
somewhere with CRT! The discussion centred 
on NABO’s ‘bottom line’ priority, that of a navi-
gable, affordable waterway system. There was 
much more in this meeting, and updates will be 
posted in future editions of NABO News.
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Festivals
BCN Society

Next Summer seems a long way off but it’s 
surprising how quickly it creeps up on you so 
you might like to know what’s happening with 
the Explorer Cruises on the Birmingham Canal 
Network (BCN) next year.

There are three BCN Explorer Cruises 
planned in 2025 so you have a good choice. They 
will be in May, June and July. The May Cruise 
will be planned to fit around the BCNS Summer 
Rally, starting on the 9th. 

As an exciting variation they have arranged 
the June cruise, to fit in with hiring a boat from 
Alvechurch for boaters who want a shorter 

cruise starting and finishing in Birmingham. 
Commences Saturday 7th lasting a week. So 
if you do not own a boat and want to explore 
the BCN now is your chance. The July Cruise 
will start in Birmingham on 6th July and end in 
Titford on the 15th.

All three cruises are available to all boaters, 
owners and hirers alike. 

Let the BCN Society know if you are interested 
in any of them by emailing bcns.explorercruise@
gmail.com and they will send you full details in-
cluding the itinerary of the month you choose as 
soon as they are published.

Festivals

Gnosall C’Fest
Following a really great festival this year with 
an estimated footfall of over 1500, the Gnosall 
Towpath Restoration volunteers are already 

working on C’Fest 2025. It’s pencilled in for 18-
20 July, so make a note in your diary. 
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Results from the Annual Boaters’ Survey 2024 
An executive summary from CRT

W e’re committed to pro-
viding our boating 
customers with the best 
experience we can. Our 

annual boater satisfaction survey 
provides an important snapshot of 
how boaters are feeling.

Background
As part of our commitment to reg-
ularly listen and respond to the 
experience of boaters across our net-
work, we approached approximately 
one third of boaters to complete our 
annual survey to share their feed-
back during April 2024.

Invitations to participate in the 
survey are randomly selected from 
an available list of licensees. The 
returned survey response data was 
provided to the Trust’s agency re-
search partner in order to analyse 
the findings and produce a full re-
search report. The summary below 
represents the Trust’s assessment of 
the key findings of the research.

1,167 of those invited responded 
to our survey (circa 10%), made up 
of:

	  Leisure boater who has a home 
mooring 52% (603)

	  Liveaboard boater who continu-
ously cruises 23% (270)

	  Liveaboard boater who has a 
home mooring 16% (190)

	  Leisure boater who continuously 
cruises 5% (59)

	  Trade boater 2% (18)
	  Other 2% (24)

The Trust believes that this provides 
a good representation of the boating 
community and hence the overall re-
sults can be expected to reflect the 
views of the different boaters across 
our network.

Key findings
The proportion of boaters who are 
satisfied with their experience has 
seen a significant decline since 2023, 
down by 8 percentage points to 46% 
(from 54% in 2023)—falling from a 
peak of 76% in 2017.

	  There is disparity across regions, 
with East and West Midlands 
performing relatively better than 
all other areas of the network.

	  Live-aboard boaters, whether 
they are continually cruising or 
moored, are significantly less 
likely to be satisfied than leisure 
boaters.

	  Overall, the most important driv-
er for improving satisfaction can 
be seen as the maintenance and 
upkeep of the network, for both 
liveaboard and leisure boaters.

	  45% rated upkeep of waterways 
poorly in 2024, up from 38% in 
2023

	  More positively, the experience 
of engaging with Trust staff and 
volunteers was rated highly, 
with 71% and 78% of each group 
scoring ‘good’ or excellent’ for 
helpfulness, respectively.

	  However, the availability of staff 
and volunteers to respond to 
queries was lower (34% rating it 
‘good’ or ‘excellent’ for staff and 
47% for volunteers).

Boaters’ verbatim comments offer 
other areas where improvement is 
required, largely echoing the survey 
results—with more proactive and 
preventative maintenance, wider 
sources of funding, and more boat-
er consultation and communication 
suggested.

Against the backdrop of a wider 
cost-of-living crisis, concern about 

The results are available 
here: freeonlinesurveys.
com/en-GB/r/8HitoqCq
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rising fees and equitable charg-
ing between licences also features 
prominently among comments.

Overall attitude towards the 
Trust has seen a similar decline since 
2023, with net-favourability falling 
by -8% to 38% in 2024. Those posi-
tively advocating for the Trust have 
fallen by -6% to 22% in 2024.

	  As with satisfaction, favourabil-
ity in East and West Midlands 
is relatively more positive than 
other areas while leisure boaters 
are more favourable than those 
living aboard.

	  Boaters are now more than twice 
as likely to have spoken nega-
tively of the Trust than positively, 
up +7% (49% spoke negatively in 
2024).

	  Underpinning these attitudes is a 
longer-term decline (since 2021) 
in belief that the Trust is listen-
ing to and acting on the interest 
of boaters.

	  57% don’t believe the Trust listens 
to boaters (up from 48% 2023).

	  59% don’t believe the Trust prior-
itises spend effectively (up from 
52% 2023).

	  40% do not trust the Trust to look 
after the canal network (up from 
33% 2023).”

It’s hardly surprising, that the IWA 
survey recorded comments like ”We 
have been boating for 35 years and 
we haven’t seen the canals in such 
a poor state in all that time.” And 
showing the disconnect between 
CRT and its ‘customers’, “This isn’t 
just about funding, this is about re-
ally poor management and having 
too many people in higher manage-
ment who know little or nothing 
about real boaters and boating”. 79% 
of those polled thought that con-
ditions had worsened during their 
boating lifetime. 56% found there 
was a deterioration in 2023 although 
that must be area-dependent as 42% 
found conditions similar.

The results make interesting 
reading. I suspect the comments are 
area sensitive; the replies from peo-
ple who had tried the cross Pennine 
routes would be very different to 
those from the Midlands. The gen-
eral consensus from both the IWA 
and CRT surveys is that some boat-
ers are not getting what they expect 
for parting with their money. 

Editor’s Note: It is worth acknowl-
edging the work of many volunteers 
and CRT co-operation in the res-
toration of the Kennet and Avon 
Canal, the Droitwich Barge Canal, 
Huddersfield Narrow Canal and the 
Montgomery Canal. Although there 
is little doubt in boaters’ minds that 
there has been a deterioration in ca-
nal maintenance.

Just another brick in the 
bridge

CRT News
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DIY advice on  
how to stay afloat
Don’t become a rescue statistic
by RCR

A s we move into what weath-
er forecasters describe as 
meteorological autumn, 
River Canal Rescue is 

reminding boaters to take precau-
tionary measures to protect their 
boats against sudden downpours 
and changes in water levels. 

RCR managing director, 
Stephanie Horton, says: “While not 
all situations can be avoided, owners 
should check their mooring ropes 
are loose enough to cope with sud-
den changes in water levels, and if a 
mooring is at risk of flooding, run a 
rope to locations that can still be ac-
cessed even in a flood situation.

To stop a vessel drifting onto land 
when water levels rise, position a 

scaffold pole or poles, or a board-
ing plank, between the boat and the 
river/canal side edge and fix it into 
position.  This acts as a mooring 
post, preventing flood waters from 
floating the boat onto land.

Always think when mooring up 
what could happen; will you need 
additional mooring lines (if so, rig 
them so you can adjust from the 
boat and get on and off easily). If 
on a river known for its strong flow, 
investing in chains is an option, but 
more importantly, moor to some-
thing strong enough to hold 20 tons 
of boat.”

Water ingress
Badly-worn deck boards and leaking Don’t Become a Statistic
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Boating

stern glands are also key contribu-
tors to water ingress. 

Stephanie continues: “Engine 
bays covered by marine-ply deck 
boards are supported by a U-shaped 
steel channel with drain holes to 
collect any seeping rainwater. If the 
drain holes block with debris, leaves 
and dirt etc, water flows over the 
channel sides into the engine bay. 
Over time, the wooden deck boards 
decay, creating a wider gap between 
them, and so the downward spiral 
continues; more debris falls into the 
channel holes and more water flows 
into the engine bay. Prevent this by 
replacing worn deck boards and 
clearing drainage holes.

If a stern gland leaks when the 
vessel is stationary, it can potentially 
flood the engine area. As this collar 
of rubber or brass forms a barrier 
where the propeller shaft exits the 
hull, it must be well-greased with 
tight packing. The grease should act 
as a seal while not in use and you can 
tighten it by adjusting the nut on the 
stern tube. 

If greasing and tightening the 
adjust bolts fails to slow the leak, 

the packing may need replacing. 
Address this fast; a quick build-up of 
water will cause the vessel to sink—
overwhelming the bilge pump. 

When the propeller shaft turns, 
a stern gland should only leak a 
few drops a minute (dependent on 
age and type). Water must circulate 
through the stern gland to keep it 
cool. If you’re unsure what adjust-
ment to make, check the stern gland 
temperature; if it’s too hot, the pack-
ing’s too tight.  

Water build up in the engine bay 
will cause the vessel to sit lower in 
the water, which in turn puts shower, 
sink or air outlets nearer to the water 
level, often with devastating results. 

Water ingress should not be a 
problem if you have a bilge pump. 
An automatic one is more reliable 
than a manual. Once left on ‘auto-
matic’, its float switch dictates when 
it should pump, ensuring an imme-
diate response. And should a leak 
develop from elsewhere, such as the 
cooling system or hull, it will keep 
your vessel safe.  Finally, if leaving 
your boat for long periods, regularly 
check the battery. “
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A worrying time
Insurance survey
By David Fletcher

T his year I faced the need to 
have an out of water survey 
for our 70 foot narrow boat. 
She is 36 years old this year, 

and last year the insurance agent 
warned that they would want a full 
survey this year. She was due for 
blacking anyway, so I booked a place 
at a marina where she can sit out 
of the water for a few days without 
blocking a dock or slipway.

Previous surveys had all been just 
out of water hull surveys, and not 
full surveys. So what and why is the 
difference? The insurance company 
were not much help here; they just 
said they want a full survey, in case 
the boat went to sea, but could not 
give a clear definition of full survey. 
They concluded to ask the surveyor 

who would know what is required. 
So I asked my surveyor who con-
firmed that he is seeing quite a bit of 
this from insurance underwriters at 
the moment. He offered a ‘purchase 
survey’ with the option of a valua-
tion, and this is what he did. The BSS 
was renewed a month before the 
docking, but the insurance company 
did not ask about this.

The boat has had some deep 
pitting for many years mainly on 
one side. Previous surveyors have 
required the pits to be filled with 
blacking and I have gone with this 
because the boat was in a dry dock 
and there was no wish to hang about. 
But this time I wanted to assess the 
long term problem and planned on 
a welded repair. The boat was pulled 
out and washed off in preparation 
for examination.

The surveyor identified about 20 
isolated points that would be best 
repaired by pad welding. The boat-
yard and I subsequently covered 
the hull in more detail and found 
another 20 points. So 40 spots all 
about 5mm diameter needing weld-
ing: no big deal, about a day’s work 
for the welder using mig welding 
gear. Overplating was not required. 
The surveyor also found a bow rub-
bing strip that was under the normal 
water line that needed seal welding. 
He also suggested extra anodes on 
the hull sides, not just the bow and 
swim.

The surveyor went off happy that 
with the repairs done, the hull was 
good for many years to come.

The boatyard crew and I started 
the planning. Hang on, before we 
start welding up and down the hull, 

Need for Pad Welding
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what is the insulation like on the in-
side? They have experience of setting 
fire to insulation during welding. 
Of course I knew the insulation 
on such an old boat was expanded 
polystyrene. I got a sample from the 
forepeak and indeed it burns nicely. 
The advice was to get access on the 
inside of the hull wherever welding 
is needed. It didn’t need to be every 
welding spot, so long as access could 
be gained to within about 18 inches 
of every place. Creating a cut out in 
the lining enables the insulation to 
be pulled away from the hull, and 
any burning can be quenched with a 
water spray.

So I set about mapping the areas 
to be welded, firstly on the outside, 
and then transferring them to the 
inside of the lining. I ended up with 
24 openings each about 8x16 inches 
through the lining to expose the in-
side of the hull steel. These are all on 
the side at floor level. Fortunately I 
was able to get most of these behind 
cupboards and fixed beds so that re-
instatement is straightforward and 
not obvious. The remainder of the 
boat has a carpet lining on the lower 
part, so when put back, there was 
little evidence of the invasion. These 
openings covered the rubbing strip, 
the additional anodes, and the clus-
ters of pitting repairs.

It took three days of work to pre-
pare for the welding, cutting into the 
panelling and removing the insula-
tion. The welder arrived as promised 
and with a fire watcher inside fol-
lowing the welding, it was all done in 
less than a day as predicted.

The inside reinstatement took a 
bit longer and I was still putting bits 
back a month later.

The surveyors report came back 
and I sent it off to the insurance peo-
ple with some dread. As usual with 
these reports, the surveyor recom-
mends all sorts of things which are 
not ‘necessary’ for a survey, but to 

cover themselves in a purchase situ-
ation. (“Don’t say I didn’t tell you). 
What would the insurance people 
make of all this? But they did not 
appear bothered, and they accepted 
the report and the insurance was re-
newed.

So what did I learn?
	  Requirements for surveys are a 
bit vague and are changing so 
stay awake and plan.

	  A survey on an old hull needing 
welding is better off done full 
ashore on blocks and not in a dry 
dock. It takes time.

	  Welding on old hulls is a bit pre-
carious and needs invasive work 
inside to prevent fire.

	  Carpets on the walls are a bit dat-
ed, but they cover up a lot.

	  We had an awful lot of junk in the 
cupboards.

	  The stiffening ribs inside the hull 
are not where you expect.

	  Inside, the hull is in good condi-
tion despite the age. It’s not a bad 
idea to have look where you can.

Lining Cutouts
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The termination of the Wigan Three
From the Canal and River Trust website

V olunteer lock keepers play 
a very important role, 
steeped in history and tra-
dition.

Lock keepers have been working 
on Britain’s canals for hundreds of 
years, although the role has changed 
over time. These days, our volunteer 
lock keepers help us to look after our 
beautiful waterways, assist boaters, 
welcome visitors and maintain our 
historic locks.

What’s involved?
	  Ideally, we ask for at least one day 
per week commitment over the 

summer season
	  Most sites involve working in 
pairs, although there is some 
lone-working

	  Most sites involve other day-to-
day tasks, which may include 
painting, snipping back over-
growth or litter picking. Each site 
is different, so it depends on local 
needs.

	  On-site training for Volunteer 
Lock Keepers (VLKs) includes:

	  The importance of getting ac-
knowledgement and permission 
from the boat’s skipper before as-
sisting

	  How the lock/flight works in-
cluding demonstrations of safe 
operation Have a go at Lock 
Keeping under instruction Most 
sites involve other day-to-day 
tasks, which may include paint-
ing, snipping back vegetation

	  Emergency procedures
	  Buddying up with existing vol-
unteers to crew boats through 
Classroom based training cov-
ering water safety and first aid 
basics

Assessment
Once training has been completed 
and you feel ready and competent 
to work without direct supervi-
sion, you will be assessed as a Lock 
Keeper by one of CRT’s trained 
CAATS Assessors (Competancy 
(sic Competency) and Assessment 
Training Scheme).

Ed Moss, CRT’s national volun-
teering manager, said: “It’s extremely 
important to us that we offer vol-
unteers something appealing where 
they feel like they’re making a differ-
ence, which this role certainly does.”

Two happy volunteer lock 
keepers 
Photo Canal and River Trust
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Which contrasts with the experience 
of the Wigan Flight crew
By The Editor

There has been some speculation 
about the Canal and River Trust ter-
minating the volunteering of three 
experienced volunteer lock keepers 
(VLKs) on the Wigan Flight which 
resulted in several other VLKs ten-
dering their resignation in protest. 

The terminations were cited to 
be as a result of a ‘deep dive inves-
tigation’ chaired by Anne Gardner 
Aston, Director of Health and 
Safety, to which there was unspeci-
fied representation from Local 
Management, National Volunteering 
and the Trust’s Legal Advisors. 
However, none of the people present 
at the time of the incident, on the 
25th May, were invited to take part 
in the investigation which took place 
on 11th June.

The Wigan Flight Crew have 
provided support to operational 
staff freely providing labour in ways 
which supplement rather than re-
place the existing employees on the 
ground.  It is with great sadness that 
they now find themselves outcast 
from an organisation to which they 
have collectively voluntarily donated 
well over ten thousand hours.

Until now the affected volunteers 
have not made any public statement. 
This was partly because they are 
all passionate about the canal and 

maintaining the navigation in the 
safest possible way. However there 
is a now a detailed report of the in-
cident as seen by those involved on 
the NABO Facebook page which 
concludes, “The ease with which we 
collectively have been thrown under 
the bus should serve as a warning for 
other Trust volunteers”.  facebook.
com/groups/WiganFlightCrew/
posts/8370956866352825/

Clearly there are two differing 
sides to this unfortunate story; as 
Editor, I am in no position to judge 
the correctness of either. However I 
can see that we have lost the invalu-
able support of a group of accredited 
and experienced VLKs. At a time 
when we need all the volunteer la-
bour we can find, I see this as a very 
poor piece of management. As news 
spreads across the relatively small 
boating community it could easily 
discourage people from volunteer-
ing without some form of guarantee 
of support from the Trust.

Surely with all the management 
skills at their fingertips the Canal 
and River Trust could have had a 
round the table discussion and reso-
lution that satisfied all parties and 
possibly improved their processes to 
stop similar accidents happening in 
the future. 
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Walsall chemical spill
CRT has launched a Crowdfunder appeal to help 
wildlife devastated by the Walsall chemical spill

T he Canal and River Trust 
has invited the public to 
help the recovery of the 
canal and the wildlife it 

supports on the Walsall section fol-
lowing a toxic chemical spillage that 
saw a major incident declared.

The charity is acting to contain 
the spill and begin the long recovery 
of the canal and wildlife in the area. 
It has already raised in excess of 
£10k to help with the immediate re-
sponse. All donations will go directly 
to supporting the work, making it a 
tangible way that people can act to 
show their support.

Henriette Breukelaar, regional di-
rector at Canal and River Trust, said: 
“The chemical spill on the Walsall 
Canal has been extremely distress-
ing, and has caused great harm to 
local wildlife. We know that so many 
people share our outrage at what 
happened last week and will want 
to help the response. Of course, the 
company responsible should pay, but 
the timing and outcome of the inves-
tigation by the Environment Agency 
is uncertain, and we must act now to 
protect nature as best we can.

“Our canals matter, not only to 
the local communities but to eve-
ryone else as well—because canals 
enhance the natural environment, 
they help to mitigate climate change, 
and they are integral to our future 
water security and supply. Events 
like this highlight how vulnerable 
they can be, and how important it is 
that they are properly protected.”

On 12 August there was a toxic 
chemical spillage in Pleck, Walsall 
which went into the canal. Initially a 

12-mile stretch of canal was closed 
as a precaution. Sodium cyanide was 
discovered in the water, and it was 
treated as a major incident, with a 
multi-agency response including 
Canal and River Trust, Environment 
Agency, Walsall and Sandwell 
Councils, the UK Health Security 
Agency (UKHSA), the emergency 
services and Severn Trent. The Trust 
has been a part of the swift emer-
gency response and worked around 
the clock with the lead agencies to 
secure the canal and contain the 
contamination to avoid it spreading 
further along the canal.

Following thorough testing by the 
Environment Agency, the restricted 
zone has now been reduced to just 
over half a mile. A section of the 
Walsall Canal from James Bridge 
on Bentley Mill Way in Darlaston to 
Rollingmill Street in Walsall remains 
closed until further notice. In this 
area chemicals, including sodium 
cyanide and zinc cyanide, have been 
found at elevated levels.

Paul Wilkinson, senior ecologist 
at Canal and River Trust, said: “The 
spillage has been contained to a rela-
tively small area, but the impact on 
wildlife remains to be seen. Fish in 
the affected area have been killed 
and other wildlife in the area may 
have been affected. Sadly, we expect 
the aquatic ecosystem will have been 
devastated or lost for the section 
the pollution has passed through, 
from the smallest invertebrates right 
up to the otter that has a territory 
through that section. This is possibly 
our last recorded location of water 
voles on our waterways within the 

You can contribute 
to the appeal here: 
crowdfunder.co.uk/
walsallspill.
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Birmingham and Black Country re-
gion from our 2022 citizen science 
surveys. Without natural balance, 
invasive species and algae will quick-
ly take over: the impact could take 
years to fully recover from”.

The crowdfunding campaign 
will directly support wildlife recov-
ery efforts in the area in the coming 
months alongside the continuing 

clean-up work. All the donations 
to this crowdfund will be gratefully 
received and will make an imme-
diate difference in the immediate 
clean up, helping to start repairing 
the damage.

The Environment Agency is car-
rying out an investigation into the 
incident.

Environment

Helping to reduce pollution

A London based design student 
Rehan Petit, has reinvented the 
humble fender. 

The Bio-Fender combines bi-
oremediation with canal culture by 
incorporating oil spill cleanup ca-
pabilities into boat fenders as used 
by most narrowboats. Given the 
prevalence of fuel oil spills in canal 
waters, there is a pressing need for 
solutions that align with the eco-
logical ethos while maintaining the 
functionality for boat protection. By 
embedding biodegradable materi-
als and bioremediation agents into 
the Bio-Fender, the project aims to 
offer a dual purpose—sustainable 

intervention that actively mitigates 
pollution without disrupting the 
daily rhythm of canal life, thereby 
satisfying an environmentally con-
scious community of canal users.

Here’s how it works: When the 
Bio-Fender comes into contact with 
oil, the coconut coir absorbs the oil, 
bringing it into close contact with 
the bioremediation agents. These 
microbes then metabolise the hy-
drocarbons in the oil, effectively 
breaking them down into harmless 
substances like carbon dioxide and 
water.

This process not only cleans the 
water effectively but does so without 
the use of harmful chemicals or in-
vasive procedures that could disrupt 
the canal’s ecosystem or the daily ac-
tivities of its users.

The beauty of bioremediation 
in the Bio-Fender is its simplic-
ity and efficiency. It harnesses the 
power of nature to fight pollution, 
reflecting a sustainable approach to 
environmental management. Using 
bioremediation what could be a 
harmful pollution event is turned 
into an opportunity for cleansing 
and restoration. 

Dipping into water to absorb 
pollutants
Photo: Rehan Petit
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A request from Defra:
We would be grateful if you could complete 
a short online survey on solid fuels. This is for 
boaters on inland waterways who use their boats 
for residential or leisure use (not commercial op-
erators, or small unpowered craft such as canoes, 
kayaks or very small sail boats). You must be a le-
gal adult to complete this survey (18+).

The survey is voluntary, and anonymous and 
should take around 10 minutes to complete. The 

survey link works best on Google Chrome. In or-
der to reach as many people as possible, this link 
is being shared via multiple sources. We kindly 
request that you only complete the online sur-
vey once. The survey will remain open until 31 
October 2024.
Please follow this link to take part in the 

survey: defragroup.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/

SV_8GqdwVXFwjAUORE

Brace yourselves.
Sue Tonius

Well, it seems that it’s gradually becoming less 
than evens on the gambling odds for how long 
a lock beam ‘brace’ might last. Colwich has 
pointed the way, there are several contenders for 
which will shortly be next; my money’s going on 
Brick Kiln on the Staffs & Worcs. 

There’s less wood and more Meccano on that 
one, with a pretty view of canal water through the 
large hole in the middle of what was the beam. 
Come on CRT, strut your PR stuff on hirers and 
even your volunteers. The hirers are finding a 
deteriorating system and the volunteers need no 
encouragement to show us where the next failure 
is going to be as they lock us through. Take your 
pick from any amount of rotten beams, they’ve 
probably got their own sweep stake going.  

National Boater Forum
An online forum with updates from the 
Trust and a chance to meet the team 
and raise your questions and concerns. 
This meeting will focus on locks and 
upcoming winter works. We welcome 
questions submitted in advance.

26th November 2024 7:00–8.30pm

Book your place here: canalrivertrust.
org.uk/meetings/2024-11-26-national-
boater-forum

Brick Kiln Lock

I name this boat…

Boating on The Dark Side
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Water transfer scheme

T he Grand Union Canal 
Transfer is a vital new 
scheme to bring water 
from the Midlands to the 

Southeast.
It’s a joint water transfer pro-

ject between two water companies, 
Severn Trent and Affinity Water, and 
the Canal & River Trust.

Their first public consultation is 
open and will run from Wednesday 
11 September to Friday 25 October 
2024 for 6 weeks.

Please take a look at their consul-
tation materials and take part and 
have your say.

Water supply is under increasing 
pressure from population growth, 
more demand for water, the effects 
of climate change and the need to 
protect fragile ecosystems. The ca-
nal network has transported people 
and goods for two centuries; it’s bus-
ier now than ever before, with more 
boats, and people enjoying, visiting 
and living on or by the canals, and 
supporting waterway dependent 
businesses.

The project now would transfer 
recycled water from the Midlands to 
the Southeast to supply those com-
munities who have a deficit of water. 
This scheme is key to delivering a 
sustainable and reliable water supply 
for the future and reducing our re-
liance on water from other sources, 
including unique chalk stream habi-
tats. It will also secure future water 
availability for canal navigation.

It’s still at a very early stage in the 
scheme’s development. Listening to 
and understanding the views of peo-
ple living and working on and by the 
canals along the water transfer route 
as well as those using them for rec-

reation, wellbeing, access to nature 
and travel, is fundamental to how 
the scheme will be designed, built, 
and maintained.

Editor
I have already had some concern ex-
pressed by our members about the 
possibility of storm water and un-
treated sewage entering the canal. 
Approximately half of the UK’s sewer 
systems were built before the 1960s 
and combine rainwater with sewage, 
which in periods of heavy rain leads 
to untreated overflow. I note that the 
Manchester Ship Canal Company 
has won a long court case on ap-
peal at the UK Supreme Court. In 
short: “In our view, the appropriate 
starting point is to recognise that the 
owner of a watercourse, or a ripar-
ian owner, has a right of property in 
the watercourse, including a right 
to preserve the quality of the water. 
That right is protected by the com-
mon law of tort.” Canal and River 
Trust are aware of the decision which 
gives them the opportunity to claim 
damages for untreated sewage dis-
charges. It’s a complex judgement in a 
52 page document for those interested: 
supremecourt.uk/cases/docs/uksc-
2022-0121-judgment.pdf

You can take part and 
provide your comments 
and feedback on their 
plans

Online: complete 
and submit an online 
feedback form 

Email: email your 
feedback to contact@
guctransfer.co.uk

Freepost: post a feedback 
form or a written 
response to FREEPOST 
Grand Union Canal 
Transfer (no stamp 
required).

Environment

Grand Union near Blisworth
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Saving the water vole

I t is good to see that CRT are 
taking steps to aid the recovery 
of this endangered species.

According to the People’s 
Trust For Endangered Species guide 
for helping water voles, the species 
has seen the most serious decline 
of any British mammal over the last 
century. Of course the canal network 
was in existence the century before 
so maybe only has a small influence 
on the decline. The guide suggests 
that the main contribution to wa-
ter vole decline can be attributed 
to changes in land use and manage-
ment, decimation by mink, draining 
of wetlands and building on flood 
plains. To help their numbers in-
crease will require a concerted effort 
by all those organisations responsi-
ble for the loss of habitat. 

Heavily trampled or grazed banks 
are unsuitable for water voles, as 
livestock can damage vegetation, 

crush burrows and make the bank 
unsuitable for digging by compact-
ing the earth. Fencing can create 
a buffer strip along the waterway, 
preventing livestock from damaging 
water vole habitat through grazing.

Water voles need dense veg-
etation to provide food and shelter 
from predators and soil that they 
can easily dig into to create burrows. 
Preventing grazing up to the water’s 
edge allows waterside vegetation to 
recover.

Some trees are fine but too many 
trees along a waterway shades out 
ground vegetation which water 
voles rely on both as a food source 
and as secure cover from preda-
tors. Ensuring that trees and scrub 
are managed so that they don’t 
dominate the waterway would help 
boaters too! The removal of dense 
over-shading scrub and trees en-
courages good, thick bankside grass 

Oxford Canal—Conservation area 
on the left, two day mooring to the 
right of the sign.
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cover for water voles. However, 
small patches of scrub can be left 
since plants such as bramble can 
provide water voles with food and 
are also beneficial to other species 
such as farmland birds.

Cutting vegetation on a two-year 
rotation (or longer), leaving one 
bank uncut each year. means there is 
always refuge for water voles, cutting 
the vegetation too short will cause 
slower regrowth meaning water 
voles lose cover for longer. Carrying 
out cutting late in the summer re-
duces the disturbance to water voles 
during the breeding season. 

The offside banks are usually 
fairly poorly maintained on canals, 
which may help the water voles un-
less the dense over shading overrides 
the benefit.

Some sections of the Trent and 
Mersey had concrete reinforcement 
in the 1930’s, just before World War 
II. I guess that priorities then were 
more focussed on the survival of 
Britain.

I’m not too sure about the intro-
duction of reeds at the side of the 
canal to provide additional habitat. 
This year on the Coventry Canal 
we observed large bundles of reed 
floating freely along the canal. Not 
too much of a problem on straight 

stretches, unless one of the poles 
that were installed to hold the reeds 
gets wedged in the swim. I noticed 
that CRT had engaged contrac-
tors to install more reed banks on 
a lock flight, I can see that causing 
problems when even a small log can 
cause a boat to be jammed in a lock. 
We also observed that where reeds 
had become established and not 
used as a food source or controlled, 
there was not room for two boats to 
pass. 

Top: Coir rolls being installed 
on the Trent and Mersey 
near Burton
Below: Free Coir rolls on the 
Coventry Canal
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Fund Britain’s Waterways (FBW) 
FBW continue to highlight the plight of the navigable 
waterways with a daily social media campaign during 
October.

Please also contact Hazel if you can help promote 
the FBW cause at any events you are involved in 

throughout the year.

About FBW
FBW brings together a wide range of organisations 
with the sole purpose of campaigning collectively for 
an increase in government funding of Britain’s inland 
waterways to avert their decline. Established in June 
2023, it already has over 130 members representing 
hundreds of thousands of users and supporters of 
inland waterways

For further information 
about Fund 
Britain’s Waterways 
contact: info@
fundbritainswaterways.
org.uk

Mentions in The House 
The only canal to get a mention was the Suez, we are trying to get the new MPs interested in United 

Kingdom canals soon.
As suggested in the last issue herewith some ideas for writing to your MP from Giles Williams.

Thank you for reading this. Congratulations 
on Labour’s victory, and your own, in the recent 
election.

Although I’m aware there are bigger issues to 
tackle, I am writing about Britain’s waterways—
the canals and rivers that make up a navigable 
network that spreads green threads through a 
tapestry that includes the UK’s industrial herit-
age and our rural beauty.

They are in deep decline. In particular, the in-
frastructure of the waterways has been neglected 
due to underfunding and a politically driven 
emphasis on contracting their maintenance to 
private companies, who have enjoyed the profits 
of a monopoly through the guiding principles of 
the Canal and River Trust put together by David 
Cameron’s last government.

There are parts of the network that are near-
ing collapse, and becoming unnavigable.

Further, due to the housing crisis, some areas, 
notably London, Birmingham, Bristol and Bath 
have suffered due to boats becoming the hous-
ing of last resort for low income individuals and 
families.

I hope that by reaching out to you and other 
MPs we might begin to find some help to pre-
serve our waterways. Perhaps you can put me in 
contact with other government MPs who might 
have an interest in the well being of our canals 
and rivers.

If you are at all interested, I would invite you 
to spend an hour with me, walking the towpaths 
of [insert your canal]  to show you what we are 
facing, at your convenience.
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Max

The waterside his playground,  
he loved the thrill of Severn barges,  
the grace of steamers. 

Delighted by freeze and frost,  
he skated the cut to Droitwich, played  
ice hockey matches at Hanbury Wharf.

At Hawford he watched Italian prisoners  
fill in the channel, block it with concrete  
for D-Day tanks, sever the cut,

butcher Brindley’s beautiful bridge,  
too steep, too lightweight for war. 

His beloved canal abandoned, water  
seeping away, one day he wrote to the  
Birmingham Mail, and that’s how it started.

Battling the threat of M5 spoil, three  
hundred thousand tons of mud and soil  
and a tangle of hostility and inertia,

whether caked in mud, shovelling dirt,  
or dressed in a suit for persuasion, 
he knew the value of patience,  
grit and determination.

Commissioned by The Ring Project 2018 to celebrate 
the restoration of the Droitwich Canals

Heather Wastie

Max Sinclair campaigned for over fifty years to get the Droitwich 
reopened. Starting with a letter to the Birmingham Mail in 1959, 
protesting at plans to close and fill in another stretch. Assorted 
work parties laboured during the 1960s to stop the route being 
completely overgrown and re-purposed by local farmers.

A restoration group was formed in 1969 which led in 1973 to the 
Droitwich Canals Trust being established and restoration, rather 
than just defence of the route, began.

The Droitwich Barge Canal re-opened officially on 11 September 
2010, and the whole canal was completed by mid-2011, with the 
official opening held on 1 July.

Poet and musician Heather Wastie grew up in the Black Country 
where her family owned ex-FMC narrow boat Laurel. Heather 
is well known for her interpretations of oral history and has 
published eight poetry collections. See linktr.ee/heatherwastie 
for links to Heather’s website, audio and video recordings and 
more. Heather next to CRT Plaque

Poetry Junction

Max Sinclair (centre) in the first official work party Briar 
Mill Bridge,  Birmingham Post March 12, 1971

The Muck and Shovel 
Brigade booklet came 
about from the Ring 
Project. Heather’s task 
was to produce a record 
of the huge voluntary 
effort that went into 
restoring the Droitwich 
Junction and Barge 
Canals from their derelict 
state, and the important 
role played by Max 
Sinclair.
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Stoppages

Speculations
by Ian Hutson

I n a (no) shock move today 
the Canal and River Trust 
Charity Ltd was sold for ‘dried 
beans and other valuable con-

siderations’ to a Package Holiday 
Conglomerate that already owns and 
operates several well-known holiday 
canal hire boat concerns.

As the CEO of the Charity Ltd 
stepped down and then immediately 
stepped up again in a ‘senior non-
executive consultancy’ role for PHC 
PLC they/them confirmed that all 
of the canal company Executive and 
Trustees had been found safe and 
very well indeed thank you among 
the fiscal and infrastructure ruins. 
Worried boater organisations such 
as NABO and NBTA et al were as-
sured that all of those most seriously 
affected by the collapse had ‘other 
cushy numbers’ and ‘nice little earn-
ers’ and ‘magnificent pensions’ to fall 
back on.

When asked about the canal 
charity’s very considerable office 

workforce the CEO looked confused, 
took a sip of flat, warm champagne, 
and clarified that in they/them’s 
opinion they—them they, not he 
they/them—were a factor, yes in-
deed, or perhaps not, and that there 
had been historical precedents and 
wild portents and blah, but with 
concomitant saleable skills and dili-
gent efforts in the marketplace and 
also on LinkedIn as well too, without 
doubt.

Suddenly de-funded by gov-
ernment over some ten years, the 
charity had seen its one billion guin-
ea investment portfolio ravaged by 
live-aboard boater vandalism and 
abuse. After paying final executive 
bonuses and golden sod-offs the 
charity was left with two premium 
bonds and a Post Office Savings 
Account containing up to fourteen 
shillings sixpence ha’penny.

The CEO blamed the collapse 
mosterly (sic) on unrealistic ex-
pectations of maintained navigable 
waterways and decent services. In a 
tearful address they/them thanked 
anglers, cyclists, ramblers and dog-
emptiers for their unstinting and 
incredibly generous support over the 
years, adding that their financial in-
volvements were solely responsible 
for the two premium bonds and the 
fourteen shillings sixpence ha’penny. 
If only, he said through choking sobs 
at a tear-soaked rented podium, if 
only we had been able to implement 
plans to make the annual licence 
fee a weekly licence fee (at the same 
rate) for live-aboard boaters then the 
canals may just have proven viable.

PHC PLC issued a comforting 
statement noting that they held no 
legal or moral responsibility for 

IMHO
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WINTER WORKS 

Planned winter stoppages

T he nights are already start-
ing to draw in and many 
boaters’ thoughts are turn-
ing to where they’ll spend 

the winter months. 
Near the end of August the 

Canal and River Trust released 
their Winter Works Schedule but, 
for some strange reason, this year 
they refused to produce the PDF 
which normally accompanies the 
programme. They also haven’t is-
sued a separate list but chose instead 
to combine both unplanned and 
planned stoppages together.  For 
many boaters the Winter Works 
PDF is an important tool when plan-
ning winter cruising because it lists 
all stoppages by canal / river and 
can be downloaded to be consulted 
when internet signal is non-existent. 
Something that just cannot be done 
with the current CRT database. 

The PDF is also a valuable re-
source when collecting data for 
comparing year on year repairs. This 

is vital to a) ascertain the inevitable 
wear and tear on the ageing infra-
structure across the network and b) 
record whether repairs have been 
undertaken successfully i.e. provided 
a permanent fix or merely a tempo-
rary reprieve. After all when you’re 
working with a tight budget, as CRT 
do, it’s important not to throw good 
money after bad. 

Anyway, NABO decided that if 
CRT wouldn’t produce a PDF we 
would. It’s a bit more basic than be-
fore but it still provides the locations 
and dates of any navigation closures 
taking place between October 31st 
2024 and March 31st 2025. It goes 
without saying (as with previous 
Winter Works PDFs) that stoppages 
can be subject to change by CRT so 
you will need to double check their 
database but, as every boater out 
cruising this summer will know, it’s 
necessary you check before casting 
off whether your planned journey is 
still possible or requires a rethink.

NABO members can 
access the PDF on our 
website nabo.org.uk. So 
if you’re not already a 
member, join up now. 

non-holiday boaters live-aboard or 
otherwise, and did not consider a 
connected canal system to be a ma-
jor consideration. Popular routes 
and cruising rings, and perhaps 
the Ponceysilly Aquaduck and the 
Andersen Shelter Boat Lifter might be 
retained. Negotiations were already 
underway for the total unconditional 
surrender of non-PHC marinas and 
holiday hire companies. All changes 
would be phased in considerately and 
gently and with appropriate lubrica-

tion over the next twenty-four hours.
Mr Hugh G Lee Over-Represented 

Fellonious-Inffluence of PHC PLC 
Head Office added that live-aboard 
boaters had twenty-four hours to re-
move themselves and their floating 
sheds from PHC waters.

A government spokesperson de-
nied the existence of any such canal 
or river system in England, adding 
that it was all the fault of the opposi-
tion party.
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ON THE THAMES 

Planned lock closures
Updated 13 September 2024

T he Environment Agency 
carries out a programme of 
works on the River Thames 
every year between October 

and the end of March. This results 
in the closure of a number of locks 
sometimes for relatively long peri-
ods.

The first issue of the programme 
is published 10 weeks in advance of 
the first planned lock closure. This 

is so that river users can plan their 
winter cruising and boat movements 
well in advance.

This programme of work is sub-
ject to change, due to weather and 
other circumstances. Revised is-
sues of the programme of works are 
published throughout the winter, 
so river users can keep up to date. 
Investment programme November 
2024 to March 2025.

To receive this 
information, sign up to 
the email update service 
email riverthames@
environment-agency.
gov.uk with ‘subscribe’ 
or ‘unsubscribe’ in 
the subject line. State 
whether you want 
to subscribe to or 
unsubscribe from 
closures and restrictions 
emails, newsletter emails 
or both.

Your personal 
information will be used 
in line with their privacy 
notice.

When Where Work being 
carried out

Canoe portage 
with care during 
closure

27 November 
2024 to 16 
December 2024

Buscot Lock Replacement of 
anchor blocks 
and collar straps.      

Yes

27 November 
2024 to 3 January 
2025

Whitchurch Lock Replacement of 
anchor blocks 
and collar straps.

Yes

3 January 2025 to 
3 February 2025

Sonning Lock Replacement of 
anchor blocks 
and collar straps.

Yes

31 January 2025 
to 7 March 2025

Marlow Lock Replacement of 
anchor blocks 
and collar straps.   

Yes

10 March 2025 to 
1 April 2025

Romney Lock Replacement of 
anchor blocks 
and collar straps.

Yes
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Waterway User Groups  decide to 
issue a joint statement to promote 
inland waterways by:-

“…encouraging a modern, inte-
grated and sustainable approach to 
the use of inland waterways. 

	  protecting, conserving and im-
proving inland waterways as a 
vital part of our national herit-
age.

	  maximising the opportunities 
that inland waterways offer for 
leisure, recreation, business enter-
prise and freight transport. 

	  securing sustainable funding ar-
rangements”

Signatories to the statement include 
IWA, AWCC, NABO, BCU, RYA, 
BMF, Scottish IWA,  DBA and SOW

Following the joint statement 
above, NABO Chairman David 
Fletcher in his column asks “Will 
there be a good tomorrow for the 
Waterways with the plethora of 
other important worldwide matters 
which make a call on Government 
preoccupation?”.

John Slee, Council member, re-
cently carried out a comprehensive 
member survey of boating costs, 
which he will be forwarding to BW 
Chairman Robin.

In an article on making locks 
“Idiot Proof”, Stuart Sampson calls 
for boaters to report near misses 
as well as actual mishaps to assist 
BW to focus its resources to best 
advantage. His Tales of the Trent 
Waterway outlines his experiences 
of navigating this tidal river. He 
explains the operation of the large 
gravel barges, frequent users of the 
Trent, which have been known oc-
casionally to run ground on some 

of the many shallow areas found on 
bends in the river.  “Stopping” as it 
is euphemistically called rather than 
running aground and the potential 
for grounding on the occasional 
tricky bends to be found on the tidal 
Trent can catch those who are not 
expecting it. 

Similar issues can be also found 
on the Yorkshire Ouse on the run 
up to Goole and beyond from Trent 
End is described.  In particular on 
the Trent, in which large gravel 
barges can lie broadside across 
the channel after grounding, and 
which can cause obstacles to safe 
navigation for the unwary.  

Council Member Simon 
Robbins asks “Is it time to organ-
ise the Troops?” concerning some 
of the most controversial/divisive 
issues facing boaters including:-
“Overstaying and what, if any, 
effective sanctions can or should 
be taken to reduce this perceived/
actual problem- Availability and 
management of visitors moor-
ings generally- ‘Continuous 
cruising’- (Lack of ) supply of resi-
dential moorings- What, if any, 
action it might be appropriate to take 
against customers living on their 
boats on non-residential moorings.” 
Simon called for active volunteers 
within NABO membership to form 
three loose discussion groups with 
suggested titles of Leisure Mooring 
Customers, Residential Mooring 
Customers and Continuous 
Cruisers.

Most if not all the above causes 
for concern are still with us today 
and in some cases the issues are 
worse now than in 2009.

Rewind
Issue No 5 2009

Howard Anguish reviews NABO News from 15 years ago.

NABO News back issues 
are available online at 
nabo.org.uk/nabo-news-
back-copies/



NABO News   Issue 5 October 2024

30
The NABO AGM

Now it’s your turn… 
The Annual General Meeting of the  
National Association of Boat Owners

In relation to nominations, the NABO Constitution states:-

Only full members are eligible to be nominated for election to, or to be members of, the 
Council. 

Any member seeking election or re-election to the Council who is, or has at any time in the 
previous 12 months, held any position of influence or authority in any organisation which 
is involved with the inland waterways, or has any personal interest which is likely to affect 
their dealings with outside bodies on behalf of the Association, shall declare their interest 
at the time of being nominated for the Council. 

Any member seeking election or re-election to the Council shall declare the full 
circumstances and current status at the time of being nominated for the Council if he or 
she is, or has been at any time in the previous six years:

	 convicted of any criminal offence,

	  involved in or threatened with litigation, 

	  involved in or threatened with formal insolvency proceedings,

	 or the subject of a formal inquiry.

Nominations must reach us  
as soon as possible
Please send the General 
Secretary any Resolutions 
you wish put before the 
AGM meeting with the 
names of proposer and 
seconder as soon as 
possible. 

Please send to: 
gensec@nabo.org.uk  
or by post to;
Peter Braybrook
122 Coopers Gate, Banbury, 
Oxfordshire, OX16 2WD

The AGM will be held at Tamworth Cruising Club (Kettlebrook Road, B77 1BS). 

Please email gensec@nabo.org.uk for further information

Now is the time for you to join the 
dedicated souls that make up NABO 
Council and stand for election for 
2024–2025, so you can have even 
more say in what we do. 
The Council meets around sev-
en times per year and the work is 
rewarding and interesting… and oc-
casionally frustrating. You'll learn 
what goes on behind the scenes and 
make new friends into the bargain. 
If you feel you might be out of your 
depth, worry not; one of us will act 
as your mentor to help you with the 
few formalities. 
Don't be shy! 

Nominations
Please complete the nomination 
form, photocopy it if you would rath-
er keep your NABO News intact, 
and then return it to the General 
Secretary as soon as possible. 

Resolutions 
Please send the General Secretary 
any resolutions you wish put before 
the AGM meeting with the names 
of proposer and seconder as soon as 
possible. 

The meeting will start at 10.45am 
on Saturday 16th November.
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Nominee

Name:

Address:

Tel:

Email:

Boat name:

Signature and Date:

Proposer*

Name:	

Address:	

Tel:	

Seconder*

Name:	

Address:

Tel:

Nomination form for the NABO Council

Send to: PETER BRAYBROOK, gensec@nabo.org.uk or 122 Coopers Gate, Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX16 2WD  

to arrive as soon as possible

In 80 words or less, please tell members why they should elect you to NABO Council and any declarations 
required by the Constitution:

*If you don't have anyone to propose and second you, 
don't worry, just phone one of the Council members and 
we can sort that out for you. 

Please use the space on the nomination form for 
necessary declarations, or include an attached sheet.



01785 785 680   |     www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk

Marine 
Breakdown 
Assistance
24/7 across the UK Inland Waterways.

• NO callout or hourly charges.
• NO restrictions on age, make or size of your boat.

• Home start
• Crew relay
• Breakdown assistance
• Boat recovery

JOIN TODAY!

ONLY £75
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FROM

*Replacement Parts Cover

Covers a huge range of specified parts including gearbox & drive plate, 

couplings, starters, alternators and many more.**

*Excluding Retainer Cover, RPC can be added for £75.
**Excludes Consumables such as cables, filters, rubber components

and the like that require routine wear and tear replacement.

A £30 surcharge applies to all 

callouts within the M25


