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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BOAT OWNERS

Minutes of the third Annual General Meeting of the National Association of Boat Owners held
on Saturday 27th November, 1993 at Doctor Johnson House, Bull Street, Birmingham.

Apologies for absence were received from Janice Christiansen, Paul and Joan Eggington and
Sandra Goldsborough.

MINUTES OF THE 1992 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Foliowing a clarification of paragraph 8.3, the minutes of the 1992 AGM were agreed as an
accurate record of the meeting.

Item 4.2 of the minutes recorded that the Council would consider the possibility of life
membership. The Council had considered this and decided that it was not currently in the best
interests of NABO to introduce a life membership category, but it could be reconsidered in the
future.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

NABO had been formed at a crucial time for boat owners, with the advent of the BW Bill and the
Transport and Works Bill (now 1982 Act, amended). NABO had played an important part in
getting both Bills amended.

NABQ had been criticised for claiming victories not theirs, but had been careful never to do
this. A close relationship had developed between NABO and RBOA, but it would make sense
for NABO to work more closely with other organisations such as IWA and AWCC. This would be
a matter for the new Council.

NABO can claim to have made others take notice, and close communication with members was
important to ensure that NABO remained representative of boat owners. The Chairman had
been impressed by the apparent care with which NABO had been listened to in his meetings
with British Waterways, especially by Waterway Managers and senior officials; but noted that
we should remain on guard, and not be seduced by appearances.

The Chairman asked that he be forgiven for concentrating on British Waterways matters, but
these were the best known problems.

NABO had given a detailed response to the draft BW Customer Charter, a document not
perfect, but containing useful information. This was eventually published as a small document
with all the useful information in other documents, kept only in Waterway Managers’ offices.
Copies were not obtainable in case of complaint. This was blatantly against the spirit of the
Citizens Charter. NABO had suggested a Boaters Charter, but BW had rejected this idea.

The new Council would take this forward, together with a proposed consultation procedure.

It had been suggested that there was no role for NABO, but there is no other organisation
solely for individual boaters on the inland waterways. NABO can distribute news quickly, with
flexible publications that can send and ask for information fast. The Chairman asked that
everyone continued to support the organisation, and encourage new members.

On a personal note, the Chairman was unable to stand for Council again himself, but
commended the strong list of nominees as a good mixture of old hands and new biocd. He
conciuded by thanking the members of the retiring Council for their hard work over the year,
and thanking everyone for attending the meeting and continuing to support NABO.

TREASURER’S REPORT

The audited accounts for the year ending 31st March, 1993 were contained in the notice of
the AGM (October Newsletter).

The Treasurer explained a few points concerning the financial statements. Income derived
from membership fees and from donations for which NABO was particularly grateful. The
largest item of expenditure was the production of Boaters and Newsletters. A portable
computer and printer had been purchased for processing membership records. The financial
position was healthy, even taking into account advance subscriptions (membership fees
received but which had not yet been serviced).

Financial records were available for inspection at any mutually convenient time.
No questions or comments were raised, and the accounts were accepted.
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R¥zOLUTIONS
“Tnat the Constitution and Rules of the Association be amenced by the insertion of the
fo lowires <llauses 4e and 41

4n fyve moison supporting the objects of the Association as defined in Clause 2 and not
Gwiing a wessel capable ot vze o0 the inland walerways shall be elizhio for associate
mesimoership subject to Claiises 4a-d. Associate members shall have no voting rights at
general meetings. may not he officers of the Association or eligible for election to the Council
at general meetings.

i “ubjectto 4¢, reference to rnembers in this Censiitution shall be taken 1t be references to
rnihers and associate mermbers.”

fiim | ea proposed this resiution having met a number of peaple at r=iiss who would like to
o HABO, but wers aot sctually boat owners. Views voere expressed concerning the
Hitity of admitiing 1o r:ambership enthusiasiic boat hirers, those invoived in shared
~weer: boats, against the view ihat NASO was formed Jor boat owners
il -2 members ~ould cause un==i in spite of being deniex voting rights. It
3 ihat me Councit had e power to adinit any individual 1o membieérship at their

; proposed to al’>w associate membership only for i0se proposing to buy
1 they irddicate that it is their intention 1o owri & boat wrthm 2 years. If this
IS et oo ihars i not be sigible any more.”

P o dinent was defeated with @ votes in favour. The resoiution wiuis also defeated with 15
v tavour.

That © © Soostititicsaned Rules o die Ao "J...latmn 2 amnenrded to allow 10% discount to any

M N0 PAYS S sCrinor Dy sl

Gdroent wert s to s efecl gl ine discount offered showid not be fixed, but

be e dl&cr{,nr:-‘ oF e Louneil

tas e aotheeniss O sh

ng oraors wara dississad,

Tio arsends el wes curtied il 16 voies b four and 14 against, hut ne resolution was lost.

ORI TSN RATES

¥ B prom» o that g vie -of the h ol state of the Ascociation, the
;-._:hscn ISR E e St reaan at gk 2% secchded by Peter e, and carried
FLi v or ZOUnISIL MEMBERS

i Horne feas pad o vt aw s temination, doe to pressire ¢f work

wrf. Davue Green there: sre proposed that
-~onders, and the prot y3ai was carried.

Thorowere 1 anminees, ¢
e i2ouncll wes slected -

1 evztion, 2a 7.2 block election
.._L-.ar nomine i “hose unable to
=8 sungesiad Tt -.dlscu391on was

Al inoussiv: ilowed conesi
chariod merrlm-u‘rhe c.. ]

AT NTMERT OF AUCHTTOR

':-'-"v.z il prope . 'it‘;::" ntho iy Bedell was re-clecisc a« auditer. Stephen Peters
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SECUNTET], CaTEN o noudhs

AMY ORI AL BUSINESS

sazict grateful thanks to Dave Green
21 enviabes reputation, and much of this
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Ceeitise.
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