BRITISH WATERWAYS CHASEWATER UPDATE
21 April 2010

Chasewater dam works update
Last week, the council asked a shortlist of contractors to tender for the construction
works to Chasewater Dam.

Download the drawings from the Lichfield blog (http://www2.lichfielddc.gov.uk/
chasewaterdam) which illustrate the works, which have been prepared by the
Council’s Consulting Engineers, Travis Baker Associates under the direction of Rod
Bridle of Dam Safety Ltd — the reservoir's Inspecting Engineer.

ClIr Val Richards said: “This represents a major milestone of the project — and these
drawings begin to identify the complexity and the scale of the works we need to
complete .”

The deadline for submissions is 11am on 10 May 2010 and we hope to start on site
during June.

Works have begun on the translocation of protected species ready for the works to
commence. The fish rescue has begun. The fish that are caught are being relo-
cated into the canal system in and around the Midlands area. The main priority will
be in the North Staffs and Worcs Canal where the pollution instead a few years
ago caused significant fish kill and this will assit restocking that area.

Water resource situation as 21 April 2010

As of 21 April our current resource situation is as follows:-

B Chasewater Reservoir has now been dewatered to below canal level and the
only supply we get will be when the contractor pumps out the last remaining
3m and if there are any significant inflows during the works

. Bradley Pumps are now our main source of supply and they have had mainte-
nance on them at the start of April. One pump is currently being repaired and
the remainder are capable of delivering our maximum abstraction licence.

. Rotten Park Reservoir is currently above it's long term average level for this
time of year
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Prevention of Water Loss from the Wolverhampton Level

As part of the new measures ,BW has reluctantly taken the decision to close down
selected lock flights overnight to reduce the likelihood of subsequent canal closures
enforced by reduced water resources.

The closure of selected lock flights overnight will address three major concerns:

1. It will help to reduce the possibility of vandalism on lock flights where we cur-
rently suffer from regular water loss over the summer period.

2. It will reduce overnight lock usage on the Wolverhampton level in order to allow
the water level to recover from the previous days activities using Bradley Pumps.

It will provide a proactive strategy aimed at preventing the need for similar closures
on lock flights on the Birmingham Level should further problems occur. By taking
this approach from the outset we will be able to provide more clarity for boaters
rather than closing other lock flights throughout the course of the summer.

The closures, which will take effect from 19 April, are shown in the table below. The
times shown are the earliest times that any of the flights will be closed and custom-
ers should be assured that no one will be locked in a flight because they have not
managed to clear it on time. Customers who find themselves running late and
unlikely to reach a lock flight in time are advised to call the Waterway office (01827
252000) for advice on suitable safe moorings.

Lock Flight Locks to be secured Time opened | Time closed
Ryders Green 1,56,7,&8 8.00am 4.00pm
Walsall Locks Entire flight 8.00am 4.00pm
Rushall Locks Top, bottom & locks 3 to 9 8.30am 3.30pm
Spon Lane Locks Entire flight 8.30am 3.30pm
Smethwick Locks Entire flight 8.30am 5.00pm
Brades Locks Top and bottom locks 8.00am 4.00pm
Factory Locks Entire flight 7.30am 6.00pm
Wolverhampton 21 | Top, bottom & locks 5 to 16 7.30am 6.30pm
Passage to be booked in con-
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